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DeWolf Hopper. 3

DeWolf Hopper, with his fun, his jm"i- |
ality, his delightful buifoonery, his hlg,i
contagious laugh, his magnetic p(‘,rso.n'.\l'.\'y
and hie remnant of a once fine voice, is
to town. The humor of the man
to be resisted and under his spell

F’n "
he I nd
e l ubliOUS. i luisﬂ"“\lﬂ hic a the

His voice, origi‘nally a
magnificent organ, shows the wear 'and
tear of years of merciless usage, but it is
still better than that of most of his con-
terees, and is indeed more than adequate
for his comic opera roles. He comes sur-
rounded by his full London company,
which 18 said to be superior to any former
gupport. It was announced that Nella
Bergen had retired and Caro Gordon, a
former Nashville girl, had been substitut-
;d. This has since been contradicted, and
his wife will remain his leading lady.
Hopper will appear in

charlatan,”  at U‘e‘
. this week.
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‘Prctty Nella Bergen and

* powerful soprano voice and she sings the

AT THE STAR

Jessie Mackaye Made
~ Distinct Hits.

FOUGERE'S FRENCH WAYS

All of Last Night's Offerings at Buf-
falo Theaters Were De-
cldedly Pleasing.

A large audience
last night at the
Star Theater wel-
comed in a very
cordial manner De
Wolf Hopper and
his associates, no-
tably his wife, Nellie Bergen, and petite
and dainty Jessie Mackaye, who next to
the elongated comedian, is the best thing
fn Sousa and Klein's comic opera, ‘“The
Charlatan,” which in London was called
“The Mystical Miss.” “The Charlatan”
is a much better and more amusing com-
ic opera than it used to be. Some of the
T.ondon interpolations are a decided m-
provement and part of the comedy work
of Mr. Hopper and Miss Mackaye is gen-
ninely funny. As of yore the music at
times is pretty and the costumes and
scenery bright and fresh.

Without the work of Mr. Hopper, haw-
ever, “The Charlatan” would not last
Jong. The comedian works hard during
the entire show and he makes his audi-
ence laugh and enjoy hi santics, which is
probably all that he expects to do. Tt is
to be hoped that this funny comedian
will have an opera next season in which
he will be able to appear at his best.
Miss Bergen has a beautifully clear and

DE WOLF HOPPER
AT
THE STAR.

&olos allotted to her in a charming man-
ner. Her gowns are models of the mo-
diste's art. Mr. Harold Blake has the
tenor roles and does well with it. Mark
Price and Charles W. Swain help Mr.
{Hopper with the comedy work. )

{t is. however, as before stated, Jessie
‘Mackeye who next to Mr. Hopper takes
the honors. To see the long camedian
and the diminutive comedienne work to-
gether is a tredt and their burlesque
work and dancing in the second act more
than offsets any weakness “The Charla-
itan'’ may have. ;

Mr. Hopper and his company will pre-
{mﬁnt the .opera tonight, tomorrow night
and at a matinee tomorrow afternoon.
On Thursday night Miss Annie Russell
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THE WIETING

A Big Audience Welcomses the
Return of the Popular
Comedian,

— s

EXERTS HIMSELF TO PLEASE

——

He Facetiously Refers to His London
Experiences and Resumes Old Rela-
tions by Reciting ‘‘Casey at the Bat”
—Shubert Players to Produce “A
Bachelor’'s Romance”’—Annie. Rus-

“Miss Hobbs”’ — Hopkins’

Trans-Oceanic Star Specialty Com-

sell in

pany at the Grand—Burlesque at the
Dunfee.

As of the audience
the Wieting
last evening, DeWolf Hopper could not

complain of the substantial character of

regards the size

new

the welcome given him by local admirers |
‘

after his long absence in “Dear old Lun-
non,"”

\\'Imlv\‘u.r enthusiasm was carrvied to the
theater seemed Lo have been packed away
the
performance

as most of
the
from the upper regions of

in the gallery, however,

applause punctuating
floated down
the house. The reserved attitude of the
major portion of the audience appeared
to impress the comedian who vallantly
exerted himself to dispel the gravity hov-
ering over orchestra, entresol and bal-
cony.

The youthful exuberance in the gallery

{ at the close of the first act moved him to
i make

one of his characterigtic and
facetious speeches and it had a percepti-
bly thawing effect upon the audience. The
gpirited manner in which the march clos-
ing the second act was sung resulted in
a couple of encores, further evidence of
the humorous loquacily of the comedian
and the recitation by him of that moving
lyrie, “Casey at the Bat.” It is needless
to say that Mr. Hopper put heart and
coul, also a tearful quaver, into His dras
matic illustration of that tragic episode
and by means of it came into his® own
again with the audience. Gloved as well
as bare hands vigorously applauded him
and for the first time during the evening
he was made to feel that he was in the
house of his friends and was getting the
welcome he had counted upon.

It was mnot the fault of either the
comedian or his company that the audi-
ence did not joyousgly gurgle over the
carlier efforts. The Sousa-Klein opera,
“The Charlatan,” is not a work to move
spectators to exuberant merriment. A
single hearing last year had worn off
its novelty for most of those present
and further familiarity with it had a
tendency to hreed contempt for a tawdry
and thin musical getting of an uninspired
book.

If the company was less well equipped

De Wolf Hoppér Bro};é
The Advance Sale Record. ™

It 18 not often that one recor

has stood out prominently for (:'w:tl::;
years, ls twice beaten in the same
week—inslde two days. This very
thing happened at Schultz's opera

houss this weelk.
Twenty years ago,
present-day patrons
toddling around in short frocks and
wearing bibs, the Schultz opera house
was opened to the public. It was new
from top to bottom and, twenty years
80, was considered one of the finest

play houses in the state,
The attraction for the for
Ing of the house was

production in whigi

when many of the

mal open-
0 opera
ma. Abbott

of the house were ’
l

et

vance sale of seats was enormous and
| not until last Monday night were the
!box office ‘receipts from the first ad-
| vance sale of seats for that first per.
formance in the house equalled,
! The advance sale of seats for “‘The
{ Christidn” was a record-breaker, but
the record only stood for twenty-four
hours for on the succeeding night,
when the entire house was sold for the
DeWolt Hopper attraction, the ad-
vance gale for ‘I'he Christian” was |
exceeded by more than twenty-ﬁlvel

“would be tiresome stuff.

dollars, A

Hopper now has the record and {
t is
the general bellefamong habltues of the §

theatre thqtﬁgnothq enty years will
. " mﬁ I xIm!, i ;‘

n vocal and comic ability the production
Evidently Mr.
fopper is glad to get back among old
friends, no matter how hospitably his
new admirers in London may have treat-
He was in his most genial mood
and when he is thus disposed it is diffi-
cult Jor anyone to resist the penetrat-
ing and warming influence of his unique
and persuasive humor. His effort to
please last night was as sincere as it
was apparent, as the interpretation of
“Casey at the Bat' showed, and it is
gratifying to record the fact that he suc-
ceeded before the final curtain in re-es-
tablishing the old relations between him-
self and the audience.

Miss Jessie Mackaye, the ginging sou-
brette, who is reputed to have captivated
London theater- goers and concerning
whose appearance and performance last
night considerable curiosity had bheen
felt, is a dainty, graceful little body. Her
acting showed that
sprightlyand piquant and possesses a
lively sense of humor.
singing were handicapped by a bad

cold, but this disadvantage did not pre- '

vent her from making a very agreeable
mpre “Harold Bla . teno:

A decided improvement is noticeable
in the si.zing of Miss Nella Bergen, who
now exercises more artistic restrain
over her voluminous soprano than for-
merly and with more pleasing results.
Charles W. Swain, who has replaced the
diminutive and seriously comic Alfred
Klein, treads in beaten paths and does

she is intelligent,

7

|

{

Her efforts in ,
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WMacauley’s—DeWolf Hopper In “The
Charlatan.”

De Wolf Hopper will appear
cauley’s Theatcer on next Tuesday and
Wednesday afternoon and evening in Sou-
#a and Klein's comic opera, “The Charla-

tan,” Hopper's personal triumph in Lon/

don was remarkable, and he will be gcer

here with his entire London cast. N¢ |

American who has gone abroad in recent
years met with so great a success, Hop-
per's abilities as a fun-maker, as a sing-
er and a curtain speaker made him ex-
ceedingly popular. His speeches at the
numerous banquets which he attended or
Wwhich were given in his honor served to
stamp him, as the London Times said,
“as being a man of sense and of parts
as ‘well as of size.” The farewell given
him on his last night at the ‘Shaftesbury
Theater will long he remembered as be-
ing one of the most tumultuous *“‘God-
Bpeeds’ witnessed in a London playhouse
in recent years. Londoners found “The
Charlatan’ exactly to their taste, and it
may be said that Hopper has inserted '
in i1t some new numbers and business

at add greatly to its effectiveness., This
is exactly what Hopper did with “El
Capitan.” After the first few months it
:v;:: a vastly different affair from its first

e

Mr. Hopper brings: with him an ex-
vellent company of principals and a chorus
which is sald absolutely to have stag-
gered the English with its beauty and
vivacity. Hopper is the one American
Btar who has never surrounded himself
with an inefficient support. He has al-
ways had the very best talent obtain-
able, Miss Nella Bergen is still prima
donna of the organization, while Miss
Jessie Mackaye has proved a regular
“find” as a dainty little comedienne. One
year ago Miss Mackaye was practicall
unknown. Now everybody knows that all

on proclaimed her the cleverest lit-

tle actress seen there in a decade, Others
in Mr. Hopper's support are Henry Nor-
man, who long ago made himself fa-
mous singing the ‘‘Bogy Man,” and later
has been with the Casino successes; Har.
old Blake, one of the best tenors on the
merican stage; Charles W. Swain, the

omedian who has contributed many good
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things to the stage in recent years; Mark
ce, Ida Lester, long in Hopper’'s sup-/
i Harry P. Stone and Annle Came-.
n,
The production of ‘‘The Charlatan’” is
";ld to be one of the handsomest yet seen.
: oomlc*g?era. in America. ] :
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The last week of the theatrical season at
the Tulane Theatre was begun last night with
De Wolf Hopper and his company, presenting

usa’'s
4! arlatan,”

comedian returned but a short time ago from
London, where he actually succeeded in mak-
ing tW% British laugh.
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' COMING OF DE WOLF HOPPER,

I
A Large Audience to Hear ‘“The Charla-

tan?’ at the Academy of Music Monday
Night.

The people have been so long without
any amusements at the theatre that the
coming of De Wolf Hopper, next Mon-
day, has been thought of for days, almost
Wweeks. Yesterday the Academy of Music
box office opened at 9 o'clock and the
rush that continued until afternoon final-
ly took up nearly every seat in the or-
chestra and first balcony. There are,
naturally, a few seats remaining, but
the box sheet was taken solidly for the
orchestra chairs and not a scora of Seats
remained in the balcony when the office
closed last night. The audience thus
promises to be g very fine one and from
all accounts the favorite comedian will
plv‘ase the assemblage,

he opera to be presented has never
been seen in Charleston before and this

coupled with the fact that De Wolf Hop- ||

per has never come to Charleston with
anything but a first-class company, makes

S welcome sure. “The Charlatan,
Sousa’s latest success, will be given with
a full cast, fine choruses, handsome ¢08»

tumes and splendid scenery

. ey il

1854,
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opper at Academy—Primrose and

w Dockstader's Minstrels—Vaudeville,
¢The “De Wiolf Hopper Opera Com-

ny"”’ presented Sousa and Kiein's comic.-.

opera, ‘l'he Charlatan,” at the Academy
dast night before the usual Hopper audi-
ence—a large, brilliant and appreciative,
one,

The production was staged sumptuously
and the ensemble and mis en scene pre-
sented beautiful piotures. The opera. has
been received in many places with great
favor, and much praise has been ac-
corded the performers.

It is quite just to say, however, that
the opera in other hands would not have
reached the pinnacle of success to which
t has arisen, but for the personality of

Mr. Hopper and the splendid company
that he has gathered about him. ‘The in-
dividual members of the cust are above
the average, and each one does all that
can be done to make of ‘“The Charla-
tan"” a success.

Without this unanimity and accord it
is doubtful whether the opera could have
been successful. B¢ it is a success, and
Mr. Hopper deservesia great amount of
admiratfon and credft’ The chorus is
large, and there are a number of pretty
girls in it who make themselves useful
in several ways—forming, as they do, a
beautiful frame around a picoture that is
not the best of a great artist.

The music at times is catchy, and at
all times it is reminiscent of other works
by Sousa, There are a number of “Hop-
per interpolations,” that aid materially in
making it a go, and the production, with
its snatches of classic music, its abund-
ance of catchy notes, its bubbling humor,
made so by Honper, and its splendid |
chorus, is really worth seeing.

Mr. Hopper, as has been said in The
Times before, is the leading comic opera
comedian on the Amenican stage. He is
an orlginal hunmorist, and he can sing.
These two as a combination can make |
of almost any production a sUCCESs, aid-
od by a gilded frame of chorus girls.
Mr. Hopper's engagements here are al-
ways theatrical events.

Mr. Harold Blake, as “Prince Boris:”
Miss Nella Bergen, as “Anna;’” Miss
Jessle Mackaye, as “Iatrinka;” Miss An-
nie Cameron, as the sgrand Duchess;”
Miss Tda Lester, as “Sophla;”’ Mr. Chas.
Swain, as vJelikoff,”” and Mr. Harry
Stone, as sCaptain Peshofki,” deserve
special menition for making much of their
parts.

At the end of the second act last night
Mr. Hopper was repeatedly recalled, and
he finally made an acknowledgment in
a characteristic speech, closing by recit-
ing the famous “(Casey at the Bat,'" which
was recelved with uproarious applause.
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