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/Sousa Explains the Real Fountain of Youth 
7* March King, Now 65, Appears Much Younger—He Envies No Man 
JOHN PHILIP SOUSA as a host is 

not a whit Inferior to John Philip 
Sousa as conductor of a band. 

'The writer can and cheerfully does 
bear witness to this, for recently he 
was one of a small dinner party pre- 
sided over by Mr. Sousa, writes Irv- 
ing Bacon la the Public Ledger. This 
was at the Huntington Valley Coun- 
try club, of which Mr. Sousa Is a 
member and where he stops when his 
band gives concerts at nearby Willow 
Grove. 

Hip flow of wit and the sparkling 
vivacity and brilliancy of his conver- 
sation gave a wonderful sest -to the 
mean, in the ordering of which, too, 
he lost no opportunity to display his 
excellence as a host to the utmost 
advantage. He had just returned 
from a 20-mile horseback ride thrcugr 
the picturesque country adjacent tc 
Philadelphia.    » 

"I think I am kept physically ir 
good condition—one-half of me bj 
my almost daily habit of horsebavl 
riding," he said, "and the other, tin 
upper half, by the exercise I get twlct 
• day conducting the band." 

Bat even this was scarcely suffi' 
eient to account for the truly amas 
ingly youthful appearance of this mat 
of «5. 

"Tell   us   honestly,"   asked   one   o: 
<fce guests,  "where did you  find th 

- f fountain of youth for which Ponce d< 
: Leon had so vainly sought?" 

"In myself," was the philosophic 
reply. "I have never envied any on> 
for anything; and this. I believe, i 
not the secret of keeping young, i 
at least the secret of not becomim 
prematurely old. More people go t' 
pieces because they envy others th.a: 

fi for almost  any  other  reason." 

ESCAPE   DISEASE   OF   V.NV, . 
H "Little wonder that you are no 

envious of others," interjected one 0 
the diners. "Who is there whom th. 
March King need envy? Why env; 
even those of the highest rank In i 
realm wherein one reigns as king? 

Mr. Sousa blushed. bOA-id his ac 
knowledgments and helped the apre 

: ciative guest to another portion d 
steak. 

"This is about the best way to ga 
1 you," he said, laughing heartily an 

threatening' the   offender  with  othe 
evidence  of  his    displeasure     if  h 

proved   guilty   of   any   further  out- 
bursts.    Then he resumed; 

"I have had the good fortune to 
be surrounded with people who are 
as free as I from this cankerlike dis- 
ease of envy. I believe that all the 
members of my band are wholly free 
from it. Here is an illustration: The 
other day we acquired a new flutist. 
The first time he played a solo every 
member of the band joined the au- 
dience at large in giving him the 
most cordial sort of applause. I found 
it hard to restrain myself from join- 
ing in the demonstration, too; but, of 
course, for obvious reasons I could 
not clap my hands as I longed to do. 
But at all events it shows that, even 
in that most jealous of all profes- 
sions, that of music, our band has 
not a solitary player envious of any 
of the others, notwithstanding the 
proverbial saying that 'the potter 
hates the potter."" 

One of the guests expressed himsslf 
as skeptical about the theory that 
envy could have anything to do witn 
a person's aging. 

"It certainly has." said Mr. Sousa, 
"and perhaps one of the physiological 
causes may be traced to the too free 
flow of spleen under the spur of the 
envious feeling." 

YOUTHFUL   APPEARANCE. 

Apropos of his youthful appearaaoe 
for a man of his years, Mr.Sousa said 
that Captain W. A. Moffett, com- 
mandant of the Great Lakes training 
station, near Chicago, during the war, 
told the enrolling officer there that 
Mr.  Sousa was 47. 

"Don't believe him if he tells yon 
he's older." said Captain Moffett. "It 
has been a standing joke with Sousa, 
ever since he was 16, to say he's 60." 

Some time afterward, speaking to 
some   friends.   Captain   Moffett   said: 

"I told the enrolling officer that 
Sousa was 47. I made a mistake. 
He's been with us three months since 
then and now I know he's only 25." 

That was when Sousa was training 
those marvelous band battalions of 
350 pieces, the music of which fired 
patriotism everywhere in the United 
States, Canada. England and France, 
making re«ruiting easy and turning 
loose floodgates of generosity in the 
Liberty  Joan  and   Red   Cross drives. 

In those days Sousa wore a Van- 
dyke beard. How he came to shed it 
and leave no more hirsute adorn- 
ment on his countenance than barely 
a close-cropped, shy little mustache 
was one of the Interesting anecdotes 
he   told. 

"Puring one of the reviews of the 

Great Lakes    training    station,"     he 
(aid, "Commander Grimes and I were 

I en the grandstand.    I pointed to th? 
15.000   men  out  there   in   front   of  us 

i an4   said:     'Grimes,   you   and   I   are 
' only   bearded   chaps   in   all   this  vast 
throng.    What do you say to our fol- 
lowing   their   example?' 

" 'What!' he exclaimed, 'cut off my 
beard? Well, maybe I would, at that, 
only I'm afraid I'd have a sore throat 
the next morning. You can't imagine 
what  a sensitive  throat  I have.' 

"When I came forth the following 
morning to begin the day's tasks my 
face was no longer framed in hair. 
I found it necessary to reintroduce 
myself to all my old friends." 

STIRRING PARIS. 
In 1900 Mr. Sousa was in Paris and 

'Incurred the displeasure of a Pari- 
sian art critic by declaring that the 
music which he had heard in the 
leading concert places there had con- 
vinced him that "subsidy is the death 
of i rt." 

"Ir/is was the climax of a memo- 
rably interesting experience," he said. 
"James Gordon Bennett sent bis sec- 
retary, an exceptionally bright young 
man, to me for an interview for the 
Paris edition of the Herald. For two 
weeks we traveled around together, 
visiting virtually every place of the 
better sort where there was music. 
And so uniform did we find the- 
music everywhere that in the page 
article- which I dictated I summed up 
my conclusion that the French com- 
posers were with scarcely any excep- 
tion under the thrall of the publish- 
ers. And as the music they were 
turning out was little better than 
mediocre, I did not hesitate to do- 
clare that subsidy was tantamount 
to death in art. 

"In a "roast" whiA was intended, no 
doubt, to silence me forever, one of 
the French critics assumed a patron- 
izing air and admonished me that I 
should not lose sight of the fact that, 
after all, America was but an infant, 
and that it was becoming in infants 
to sit demurely at the feet of the 
European Gamaliel and learn instead 
of trying to teach. 

"This was grist to my mill. The 
very next day my reply was puo- 
lished. I said that America was not 
unmindful of the debt of gratitude 
which she owed to Europe. Europe. I 
said, gave America a tallow candle, 
and in a spirit of appreciation an 1 
gratitude America has returned to 
Europe  the electric  light, 

"'Europe gave us the Guttenberg 
printing press; and, in grateful ap- 
preciation for this gift, we have re- 
turned  the  web press.    Europe  gave 

us the sickle, and again we have 
shown our gratitude by returning to 
her a harvester. And why should 
Europe feel angered now just be- 
cause our Hudson river steamboats 
are made too big to turn around in 
the   Seine?" / 

A DISCORD  RECALLED. 
! A reference which Mr. Sousa had 

just made to discords elicited the 
query whether any serious discords 
ever occurred at his own band's con- 
certs. 

"Every one of the 67 players in our 
band is an artist," he replied; "never- 
theless, everyone of them at the same 
time is a human being, and being 
human Is liable to err. The question 
reminds me of an occurrence to Lon- 
don. We were playing in Queen's 
hall, and during one of the familiar 
rhapsodies a tuba player,, a brilliant 
young Philadelphia^, made a flagrant 
mistake. Afterward a friend of mine 
mid, 'Wasn't that a funny thing that 
happened  in the, second rhapsody?' 

"The president of the syndicate 
Under the auspices of which the con- 
certs were given, who was present 
at the convention,  asked agitatedly: 

" 'Something wrong during the 
concert T* 

" 'Tea,' I replied, 'one of the taba 
% layers made a mistake."   , 

" 'Why, great heaven, man." re- 
tponded my friend, 'do yon expect 
absolute perfection from anything 
so essentially Imperfect as manr•"" 

"And how did yon treat the mat- 
ter? What did you do when the mis- 
take occurred?" 

"My baton brought the taba player 
back Immediately to where he be- 
longed. I, too, took the view that 
being but human his utmost care 
was not proof against an occasional 
lapse. Anybody who expects more 
must be Inhuman. I kneW the man 
was an artist and that it was a more 
poignant shock to him to have made 
the mistake than it could have been' 
to even the most critical in the au- 
dience to have heard it. I never even 
mentioned It to him. His feelings 
had been hurt enough by that one 
fleeting momentary discord of which 
he had been the involuntary author." 

REGION OF ART. 
By insensible degrees the table- 

talk drifted more and more into the 
region of art proper, and Mr. Sousa, 
being asked to what particular fac- 
tor, more than any other,} he attrib- 
uted his world-wide popularity, said: 

"To having been corageous enough 
to disregard the traditions which 
seek to force all music to conform to 
the Procrustes bed of hide-bound 
rules and regulations.    For instance. 

tradition required a return to the I 
dominant, the original, key. To me I 
this seemed analogous to a return! 
to soup or fish after one had reached I 
the dessert etage of a meal. 

"You see,  nature is careful to se-. 
lect   her   own   mouthpieces     to     in-1 
terpret  her  desires.    And  I  suppose! 
one of her desires has been to havel 
the human ears relieved of the strain I 
of  this  perpetual   recurrence  to  the 
dominant in music.   And so she sum- 
moned me to be her mouthpiece. And| 
I have obeyed her summons by ap- 
plying the simple device of perorat- 
ing in my music, always going for- 
ward, forward, without even looking 
back to the key note.    Even at the 

'   end I disregarded the dominant, but | 
reach the climax with the subdomin- 
ant ^ 

"Moreover, I omit the traditional 
coda—those four or five bars which 
announce to the hearer that the end 
is  at hand. 

"The great secret of being tedious, 
says a great French writer, is to tell 
it all. Well, the coda offends in this 
respect. It leaves nothing to the 
imagination of the hearer. I dared 
assume that the hearer would know 
when the end of a musical compo- 
sition had been reached; and the 
compliment I have thus paid his 
power of Imagination has been re- | 
wardad with a corresponding popu- 
larity. 

"The first time I had sketched out I 
a composition to accordance Withl 
tils view a fried of mine, who [ 
called upon me, looked at it aghast. 

" "I don't want to shower myself 
with bouquets,' he said, *but I believe 
you will not dispute that I am a bet-1 
ter pianist than you." 

"I agreed without any demur; for] 
he certainly was vastly more famll-| 
iar with the piano than I, both in I 
technique and execution. I 

"*Well, then, I hope you won't ob-J 
ject to my rearranging this compo-l 
sition Into a proper shape for the| 
piano,"   he  said. 

"I told him that if he felt such anl 
Irresistible impulse to assist me II 
would be the last person to put any| 
obstacle In  his way, 

"When he brought back the score I 
I found that he hod 'rectified' all my| 
aberrations  from  the    time-honored | 
music   traditions.     In   other   words, 
he   had  stripped  me   of  such   origi-1 
nality as I had striven to put Into the 
composition.      He   had   brought   me | 
back into the fold and made me mu- 
sically orthodox again.    I tore up his 
rearrangement and allowed my first 
draft  to reach the public ear.    And | 
lo!   the   public  ear  appeared  to    be j 
tickled by what it heard!   My revo- j 
lutionary   attempt   was   successful!" 
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KOHL E R    OF    KOHLP 

l.ii'iu. .Inlui Philip Sousa 

MR. SOUSA'S WAR RECORD 

John I'hili]) Sousa, leader of 
Sousa's I'.and. which will appear at 
the dedication of Nature Theatre 
"ii < Ictoher 20th, rendered a pecu- 
liarly valuable service during the 
two years he was with the L'nited 
States Navy. Commissioned in Mav, 
1917, shortly after war was de- 
clared, In- was assigned by the Sec- 
retary of \av\ to the Greal Lakes 
Naval Training Station, where he 
was placed in charge <>f the work 
oi organizing the hands ol the 
grand fleet. 

About one thousand musicians 
were constantly under his supervi- 
sion and direction, a task which 
only a man of Mr. Sousa's training 
and personality could undertake. 
These men were handled in groups 
of -'50. and Mr. Sousa, thru Lieu- 
tenant Sousa. devoted a portion of 
each day to drilling them as a hand. 
( >n special occasions he brought 
the entire t.ooo bandsmen together 
in a single group, and personally 
conducted this mammoth band, the 
largest in the recorded history of 
the Navy. 

During tiffs 
Sousa's baiub ph. 
of the larger cities' 
try, appearing for tltc 
Loan. I''.\eii the most ^h 
tional felt the stimulating \i., 
when Sousa and his band 0} 
Jackies swung past playing one 
oi the bandmaster's fainou> 
martial airs. 

AN AMERICAN INSTITUTION 

It is no exaggeration to say 
that no man in the world of 
music has sn widely advertised 
a personality as John I'hili]) 
Sousa, who will appear with 
his band for the dedication of 
Nature Theatre on < Ictoher 
20th. I le and his band have 
traveled iii almost every part of 
the globe and long since have 
become an American institution. 

The popularity of Mr. Sousa 
with all classes of people is t\\]i,- \u 

part to tlu' excellency of his 
marches, which are the recognized 
criterion. Sousa's marches have 
revolutionized martial music, for 
they possess merit of distinct in- 
dividuality as well as supreme 
architectural qualities. M on-over, 
they have an additional value in- 
herent in themselves that of in- 
stilling courage into soldiers and 
furnishing inspiration that will 
make them march into battle and 
face death gladly. Sousa has been 
able to express in these marches 
the entire scope of military psy- 
chology, something which no other 
composer has ever done. 

Mr. Sousa has traveled farther 
and given more concerts than any 
other musician. Ilis band tours 
commenced twenty-two years ago. 
and during that time he has visited 
twenty-tive countries, given 10,000 
concerts, and traveled 650,000 miles. 
Me has played to as many as 100,- 
000 in one day. 
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Friendly Hou.se Association 
To Give. Bonn Concert Jan. 12. 

Among the interesting events to 
take place within the next fortnight 
is the concert to he given by J. Philip 
Sousa at the Academy of Music on 
Jan. 12 for the benefit of the Friendly 
House Association of 141 Harrison st. 
The patroness list, while not yet com- 
plete, includes Mrs. John Anderson, 
Mrs. William Hamlin Ohilds, Mrs. 
Frederic B. Pratt, Mrs. A. Augustus 
Healy, Mrs. George H. Prentiss, Mrs. 
Edward L. Garvin, Mrs. Frank Ferris, 
Mrs. Fletcher Montgomery, Mrs. Dud- 
ley D. Campbell, Mrs. John Jenkins, 
Miss Mary Woodward, Mis. Henry H. 

i Royce, Mrs. William McD. Bristol, 
Mrs. Samuel C. Hooker, Mrs. J. W. 
Cooper, Mrs. Louis C. Cummings, Mrs. 
W. C. Mumford. 

The board of directors consists or 
Mrs. Harry H. Spencer, president; 
Mrs. Manning Field, Miss Grace F. 
Merritt, Miss Frances Royce, Mrs. 
Richmond Brown, Miss Emilio F. Bur- 
rows, Mrs. Dudley D. Campbell, Wil- 
liam H. Childs, Mrs. Sidney F. David- 
son, Miss Dorothy Jenkins, Mrs. Nel- 
son Merritt, Mrs. Katherine Perry, 
Mrs. John S. Roberts, the Rev. Edward 
F. Stinderson, Mrs. Townsend Scudder, 
Miss Alice Spink and Mrs. Brayton 
Wltherell. On the supplementary en- 
tertainment committee are Miss Jo- 
sephine Sutphin, Miss Nellie Twyffort 
and Mrs. Albert Piokernell. 

AmoiiK the program girls announced 
to dnte an- AT BS-AJlWn St>U'*-jCJCJ J-      ■!■' 

ll Ackerson,   Miss  Frances   Royce,  Miss 
; Dorothy Jenkins, Miss Isabelle Sharps, 
Mrs. Arthur Busch, Mrs. Gilbert Hal- 
steud, Mrs. Robert Kent, Miss Made- 
line Van Gosbeck, Miss Hetty Waldron, 

1 Miss  Grace   Sands,   Miss   Helen   Lay. 
Miss     Alice     Hamm,     Miss     Vivian 
O'Brien, Miss Ruth Petitt, Miss Anna 
Lett,   Miss  Ruth   Holmes,   Miss  Ruth 
Stelling, Miss Olive Brooks, Miss Con- 
stance Jenkins, Miss Mildred Solmon, 
Aliss Florine Harris and Miss Dorothy 

SOUSA AND HIS BAND 

Will Give a Concert for the 

Friendly House Association. 
"1 have often beun asked," said Lieu- 

ton an I John Philip $ousn recently, 
"from which »! my parents I inherited 
snob   musical   i.-iliiu    is   i   may   have. 

I Frankly, i don'l believe thai heredity 
in tljis line had anything to do with 
shapw my lil',. work, but, on the othur 
hand, \ am convinced thai my environ 

I imiii had. .My mother was am a mu- 
sician, bid my lather played the trom- 
bone in I he ma line liiiml of Wasliini'- 

| ton, and was a veteran of both Hie 
Mexican  ami Civil  Wars. 

"As yon know there were main times 
in the latter conflict when band Bin- 
MciiiiK were permitted to lay aside 
■heir instruments ami volunteer for 
lighting service ,\|v lather look a<l- 
vautage.of ihis and mi none than one 
licensing shouldered his musket nnd 
marched lo battle. In later yean 1 
asked him w.itli which he did the great 
esi exeeniion. his (run or his trombone. I 
I do not recoiled that he ever gave mo 

in satisiai'ior.v answer, inn i  Inclined 
I to lean  toward  the latter,  for  I  heard 
I him plii.v." 

I.ieuti n tin SMIIVII ;HI,| ins Hand will. 
nVl'rarai ihe A'adiin: of Musicnu Jan,] 
H9, uudei  tin- jiiispi, ,s of the Friendly j 
llmfe  Association. 
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H:   COMPLIMENTARY  BANQUET 

^K LIEUT. J. P. SOUSA 
AND MEMBERS OF HIS BAND 

BY 

EDMONTON   MUSICIANS' ASSOCIATION 
LOCAL NO.  3BO.  A. F. OF M. 

CORONA HOTEL 
JULY 9TH, 1919 
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r>.    L ( Nixon Theatre 
rittsburg  < ,     .      .- 

( Lyric - Mosque 

Wheeling—Court Theatre  

1 hursday, One Performance 

—Friday Matinee  ) 
— Friday Evening j 

Saturday Mat. - Eve. 

1,850.00 

4,785.00 

2,275.00 
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