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UNION JACK CLUB, \

CONCERT AT THE ALBERT HALL.
'In aid of the Union Jack Club, Lady Maud
Warrender’s grand concert took place last night
at the Albert Hall. The concert was “grand ”
in many ways. The King and Queen, the Prince
and Princess of Wales, Princess Victoria, and
Princess Christian wera present; ludies of high
degree sold programmes at the ridiculously low
price of five shillings each; and society did its
best to support an entertainment which, it is
to be hoped, will swell the funds of the club.
The idea of the suggested institution is that our
soldiers and sailors should have some comfortable |
shelter in London on passing through the metro- |
polis either on leave or to join their ship or their
regiments. It is not to be a charity, but will
be maintained by those who use it, the only dif-
ference from an ordinary club being that the
building will be handed over in working order,
and will be free to those who serve their country
in the Army or the Navy. Also in some sort
the Union Jack Club will be a ‘“ memorial f(?r
those brave fellows who have laid down their
lives for their country and the King.” !
Such an object naturally appealed to all kinds
of people, fashionable and unfashionable, and
the Albert Hall has probably never held a more
brilliant audience. In the main tier of boxes
were to be seen practically all the leaders of
fashion, and elsewhere in the house jewels blazed
and sparkled as if it were a gala night at the
| Opera. The concert itself was ut\ra(:liv(? ono’u‘gh
to draw a large audience on its own merits. 'The
bands of the Guards, the drummers of. the
Guards’ Brigade, and the trumpeters 01‘ ’t‘he
Household Cavalry opened the concert \\"lﬂ\ *“The
Empire ” march, tounded by Mr. E. 1\‘0\\':'011 on
two Coronation prize marches by Dr. C. V l'm'ont
and Mr. Myles B. Foster. Then the Leeds Choral
Union, conducted by its choirmaster, Mr. Alfred
Benton, sang Eaton Faning's |‘mrt‘s(‘mg,
“Moonlight” and * Sullivan’s ”(t(‘)'d b(:nt;
His Messenger, the Rain,” from the “ Gelden
Legend,” with a procis}iqn\ of ;\lluvk“ unt((i)
18 pression which were new
?lll‘(l‘.‘l.\\lbzf't fl\.\l::e "?'l'lm Union Jack in 'l‘()\\'l'l,"
by Mr. Bernard Rolt, was sung by Mur. 'Aml'l?)‘(;
Black and the Leeds tenors and basses -wnl‘\‘ go
intenticn, but, as most (~;:m|)g‘.~.~.1u-_ml.s \‘\||'lt<fn,
for an occasicn, it was not sl}'lklxlg in any sense.
Miss Marie Hall played the first movement ,l'l-“mt:,
Tcehaikovsky's violin concerto with t.ho.llyynl l.ll‘l
technique now so wcll-l:nm\‘n.u.) Lond “(Xi‘ u:n_d-
teurs, and Mme. Clara Butt w ua"l‘é‘('ﬂ“(" n?,d‘l]n
and again after the * Lest Chord,” but ut‘h‘m(l‘dt ta
Handel Festival she was naturally too 11‘1 ' ‘I
sing again. Mme. Albani also chose a lém- .\‘nf\u;‘(
eolo, the Bach-Gounad ** Ave ’:\In.rm: o ttll"(' :e:
programme, with the e'x(j:-phon of 'tho. .-ul,,n[\],,
of rt‘ho Leeds Cheral Union, had l)eenﬁon\t o
usual lines of miscellaneous concerts. ‘l he l‘ ow
Zealand Band, however, was a nm:e‘lt_\." n a
solection from Ressini’s ““ William Lell, 'l,:o'uth.
‘Hord the conductor, made his men pln:\ wntf
much‘ energy, a feature being the accuracy o

L e-tonguing.”  Mr. Wood and his
gl":hw??::lbl!ousedmﬂm audience at the end .of
Techajkovsky’s 18127 overture with a noise
which the Handel Festival chorus at 1ts lustiest
could not have drowned. A gigantic dl:um,
lent by Messrs. Bocsey, mMeasuring some
eight feet in diameter, the m'a.s'sedn hundr:,
and the organ probably mahsrjd Fchajkovsky’'a
‘inh‘ntions. M. Joseph Lhevinne, the_ newy
Russian pianist, may be  better judged
after his recital to-morrow night. He evidently
has great technical accomplishment. A new
ma;.roh by Sousa separamted. the pla,l:of'ortg solos
from Dr. Elgar’s « Coronation Ode.” This com-
Lo:‘itiou. which the King heard for the first time,
px;lﬁ'lsough it was written for the (,oronat.lon per=
f ance at Covent Garden, was well _sung by
(l:rmLeedw Choral Union and Mmes, Afbani and
'(‘l?u'a B‘ntt and Messrs. Ben Davies agd Mr;l
.\ drew Black. The composer (-onducteh, ‘z)m
\ nd his enormous forces well lp’,hnlt}d. T e basq
had b ritain, ask of thyself,” with its pios
i ue orchestration, seema’i particularly
e the King. Dr. Elgars arrangement 0
Blea.se Save the King,”’ during which the audi<
en%:dwaved little Union Jacks, brought the veryj

engthy concert to a brilliant conclusion.

@« ERA”
. Wellington Street, w.C.
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TowN HaLL.—DManagers, Mesars Sidoey Acott
and Harris.—Sousa’s Band gave two most sucoess-
ful concerts here last Saturday afternoon and
evening. The spacious hall was orammed each
time, and the enthusisem ran high at the mar-
vellous way the marclies were played under Sousa’s
masterly and unigue guidance, Miss Estelle Liebling
contributed some excellent singing, and the violin
playing of Miss Maud Powell was & positive treat

to all lovers of musio. ”
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IMMENSE AUDIENCES AT ST.
LEONARDS.

ANOTHER FAMOUS BAND COMING.

[From our Musicar Crrric.]
The organisation known as ‘‘ Sousals
Band ” paid a visit to St. Leonards yester-
day, and immense audiences assembled at the
Concert Hall to listen to the performances,
one in the afternoon and one in the évening.
The Band was known for a long time in
the United States before it made its appear-
ance in England, and on the occasion of its
first European tour considerable curiosity
was evinced as to whethor it would prove as
acceptable to English as to American au-
diences. Tt exists primarily for indoor per-
formances, and, to many people with sen-
sitive ears, a ‘ military’’ band—using this
term in its technical sense—enchants the ear
only when heard at a distance. Consequently
it was expected that the result would be too
noisy to suit people of quiet musical taste.
_ However, the first appearance of the Band
in London at once ‘
DISARMED CRITICIEM
on these grounds, for while in the nature of
the case the volume of sound was rather more
considerable than would be expected from a
string quartet, yet the distinction between
noise and music was most carefully ob-
served. .
Few military bands could be heard with
pleasure in the Royal Concert Hall, but
Sousa’s Band is one of the exceptions. It is
hardly fair to compare this band with our
own big military bands, since the composition
of this one is very different.
_For the benefit of those who are not fami-
liar with the details of military band organi-
sation, I may explain that a so-called mili-
tary band comprises roughly three different
ftuume:s of iustruments—wood, braes, and
percussion. To the first c¢lass belong flutes,
clarinets, oboes, and bassoons; to the second
cornets, horns, trombones, euphoniums, etc.;
to the lryst drums, triangles, ete. 'I'o secure
a full rich tone it is essential that each of
the iwo first families should be complete in
itself. In the ordinary small military band
thqre are deficiencies in this respect: gene-
rally the wood-wind department is insuffici-
ently represented, especially in the alto and
tenor registers.
Sousa, however, is
: . VERY PARTICULAR
on this point. In order, too, that there shall
a bond of connection between the wood
and brass departments, he uses instruments
like the saxophone and sarrusophone, which
partake of the characteristics of both. More-
over, by using different-sized instruments in
each class, e.g., a tenor clarinet, it is possi-
ble to avoid using instruments at the ex-
tremes of their compass, thus obviating the
screeches or groans which too often affliot the
car when inferior bands are in evidence.
A_l ofier the above remarks as a part solu-
st;:zm;] to g.lxl(lz qu:sticﬁn alr]s to how Sousa gets
ch a rich and ftull, thougt ¢
to',J"lB] from his band. SR T 1 TOR
‘he one quality in the performance itself
which is irresistible is therz’xbsoluw precision
and verve which characterise the rendering
of all t.l‘le items, particularly those numbers
of the “ cake-walk *’ variety. These have no
pretension to artistic merit such as we assign
to the great classical masterpieces. But of
their kind they are excellent, full of * go?”’
and energetic rhythms. Played by an in-
ferior band they would be intolerable, but
here the unanimity and life imparted to
:ibtelm make tL‘hem quite enjoyable. Their
dlles are not prepossessing, e.g., “ Nigger in
the Wood Pile,” ** The Pu&ingbof Baggf‘-imc"
(does this refer to the late Courts Martial?)

It is not necessary to criticise in detail the
various items of yesterday’s perl‘c.'u'lu'fxl'llceﬁ.e

In honour of

THE KING'S BIRTHDAY,

} the afternoon concert opened with the Na-
tmnu.l' Anthem, followed by a spirited
rendering of the “ William Tell * over-
ture (Rossini). The second item was
mteresting, bLeing a solo for an in-
s 8trument  that is seldom heard indi-
vidually, viz., the saxophone. This instru-
aent was invented by the late M. Sax,
'nd, broadly speakr fur o cOMbineg  the
one of the clarinet iith the fingering
Jroper to the obkoe, Its compass is
very extensive, and rapid. es and
srpeggios seemed to presentsno ﬁimculty
io the accomplished soloist, Mr. Moeremans.
}o. :? was a characteristic suite. of Mr.
>ousa’s own, full of rhythm and ‘quaint
aﬁ'e‘ctx. but of no great musical complexity.,

Che most important item from a musical
standpo,lnt was the slow movement from
Dvorak’s ““ New World” symphony. Sym-
phonic movements are seldom satisfactory
when transferred to a military band, but this
particular movement, beautifully played,
as it wus, proved very impressive. Another
interesting piece was Massenet’s ‘‘ Neapoli-
tan Scenes,” and for dainty effects of instru-
mentation a “ Racoco” by Helmund was
very noteworthy.

The alacrity with which the Conductor ac-
oepts encores might surprise those who are
not aware of the fact that the encore is in
thz case mnrtusenh'a.lt part of the show, pro.
viding epportunities for giving a good num-
‘ber og the real Hee sl

AMERICAN TIT-BITS. ¢

VISIT OF SOUSA’S BAND. |

. . .
The violinist, Miss Maud Powell, a
ve welcome variet)
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Q! would have been more of & relief, after
80 nm: mns‘::.d the same character, if s,l!ll

had essayed something of a more cantabile |

3 ch'?ﬁ:ct::z;ting arrangements were excellnng \

1|in every respect. 'They were in the hands o0
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fameus organisation, which
i ing its first tour-in England. 1t
O e ot the Moyal Conoert-Hall for

rmances on July 24th, under the
ot m&d\g:g:ship of Cavaliere Alexandro
1t| Vessella. This band has already heen c.om&
% | manded to appear before the King and }i
¢ | Queen for the second time.
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SOUSA’S VISIT.

A crowded audience assembled at the Town
Hall, Chatham, on Wednesday, to see Souss,
and listen to Sousa’s famous band. The|!
concert was a wonderful snccess.
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COMMEMORATION AT OXFORD.—The Commemoration of Founders and
Benefactors, which coneludes the summer term at Oxford, seemed likely to
be spoilt by the weather, when the festivities begau with \yhftt ought to
have been pastoral plays, but which, owing to the incessant rain. were given
in the theatre. The visitors, however, saw Oxford under very unusualcon-
ditions. Port meadow had become a vast lake, and in the sunshine of
Saturday afternoon, with its sailing boats and other craft, it presented a
remarkably attractive spectacle, The walks of Mesopotamia had become

| impassable and were closed to the public. The passenger boats on the

river between Oxford and Kingston had ceased to run because the steamers
could not get under the bridges, and in the lower parts of the city the in-
habitants were living in the upper stories of their houses and going to and
fro in carts and punts. Ben Greet’s company played ‘‘The Taming of the
Shrew” on Friday night, On Saturday afternoon “‘Twelfth Night” was
given, and at night ** Romeo and Juliet,” each performance attracting
large audiences, though the scene was the theatre instead of Worcester
College Gardens. Sousa’s Band gave two performances in the Town Hall
on Saturday, though this was not part of the programme proper, and a
concert was given at New College in the evening. A special air of gaiety
had heen given to the proceedings by the arrival in Oxford of the Duchess
of Albany and Princess Alice in the afternoon on a visit to the Deanery,
On Sunday morning, when the sun shone again, the Royal ladies accom-
panied the Dean to St. Mary’s to hear the university sermon preached by
the Bishop, and the historic old church was crowded with visitors and resi-
dents,

Sousa is back a, ain i i ]
with his greay bux?d. a;:ef::gt:“d e e

' ying contine i
x;:aenri ‘wee!z.s. Wl:lzl_n a period of nsvanub:le;l:;r:l?e{
can ** March King ” and his band were heard in

Paris, Brussels Berlin, 8
Aris, y » 8t. Petors
X:m'nn. Pn.s.gue, Copog\hngen. A{‘m:::iudl;gr;l ‘n\::im’?’:;
re(-eg Itei' and in each capital hn mes with an m\'thnaimtic
om'n'i,ne(:‘t'ala::& :acs(::;edfn“dlsgnguinhed succsss, I'he
been shared l‘y his sol(:)iser; l'.M s Brtolle picinad have
en » Miss Hstelle Lieb!;
s:gl::: y;our; soprano), Miss Maud l"‘;w:glg gg: !
ot all women vialinisty), and M, Arthur |

Pryor (trombonist). Mr S

'y 5 . DOousa returns ari

]_t;m' l}:: :(qun::}.;yusﬁ npx;. nnd]will pmbal);ybuu‘:n":;"lf:n(;s
azain for a long time, i

band to Australia next year, gl‘his 30232&5“&1(:&1!‘3

fifty-two instrumental solojsts (which hus appeared by
occasions) will perform as Sy fhs gk PRt
harmonic Hall, Soushampton, on Thy

next, in the afternoon at 3 i
Mr, Sousa has recently mar?t;mn; Ty ing at 8 pm.

to his music library, and will offes g aorgeilditions

2 tffer & number of
salections at the Southam umber of new
one who finds it possiblo Vido gt i s

avail themselves o

ndoubtediy
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The and go, and ought to be very
New Zealand Band | ™"
- ] The * Union Jack in Town.”
——— x.-J".‘Ittll\, ARL A |AAlI5 o a CIUNT. Ul o
SouUsA’s BAND AT Slrlr(;.\'uuotn,\'r.i lllni \-ml\‘ _n;f At the Gl'ystal Palace. Mr. Bantock Pierpoint will sing
Mr. J. P. Sousa's wor -renowned band to Sit- > i '
tingbourne, on Wednesday, was expected to arouse !he ofﬁCla'l' song, * The Union Jack
considerable interest in musical circles. So far as THE U"lON JACK ChUB n Town, Wh_lle the other ar_tlste.s
arousing iuterest went, Sousa’s visit certainly did « | will be the Princess Te I\'angn Pai,
! that; but the interest was scarcely of that _prac- Miss Alys Bateman, e e
tical character which is essgxtml to financial sae- _ il
cess. The prices of admission wvh-l blv_\'ulml tln;_ On Saturday, ]uly 4th, as we angiuia.
3 . of many people’s resources, and the Jour o : - . 3
:;::K:‘ul‘lwrt t.:»n} p.}n.. was somew hat incouvenient. have alread) po_mted out in these The Band Programme.
3 s » WIS 1 onegated adversely te columns, there will take place at the :
These were influences which operated ac versely to i : ! The progremine et et
Mr. G. W. Bowes's spirited enterprise in booking Crystal Palacea magnificent festival band il e
a visit of this celebrated band, for the attendance and concert in aid of the funds of the ands are responsible, C(?Iﬂams many
at Bowes Park probably did not exceed 500 people good things an.d certainly et g
—_when at least 1,000 p«{upl\- 1Imght, l‘tu.\nl;:lllly{ Union Jack Club. el worth heating.
have been expected to embrace the opportunity o y ) : ' a
enjoying sucl} a treat as the band afforded. ) Con- ! At this concert will appear some The ball will be Opened with a
sidering that "‘f“‘; '“;‘“-'“y gt f“"'?m":l"“,'i"':z twelve or fourteen of the best brass massed performance of ** Stars and
i 8ta tions were ac vertised, 1t was « 1I=appol Al 1\y R ) 2 s % 3 ~h- i . :
! tl_-::m were not more visitors. In connection with bands O_ld England can pro(!uuz, an.d Ibtr'lp(fl T’;l]al't i .1 hlbh\\’lll h(; fol
this matter it may be mentioned .llmt, Mr. Bowes (hey. will p]ay _toge}her \\‘lll? their (2\\6 y '} e se eL'tlon, Beaiitise ol
has had complaints that cheap tl.ckvts: as adver- cousins from New Zealand in one l;ngland. An instrumental quar-
tised, \\"\Qrms unuhtuil{ub\v at ‘:“‘l‘hﬂ\lil.: 1;; :\l}c (‘l::s grand common effort, and that is to | tette from the * Yeomen of the
trict. Jo can only say that Mr. DO es has e $1 ] " ) , |
shown us a letter from Mr. Vincent. W. Hill, the raise money for the Union Jack Club. Guarg, “'18(‘ thet} Hﬁl:l‘mann s Q"CF' i
meral manager of the S.E.C.R., in which it was s Tl !uret e hampion”’ is played. ‘This |
stated that the privilege would not only })«- gr.m\hld . is to be followed by a performance of
on the 24th, but would also bhe extemded to the, The list of the ban 2. | « Beantiesof Wagner" (No. 3), after
97th. The weather on Wednesday was very warm, oll e ) ds 1s as illiehrontiesa ';eifection( Sone ?‘ e
which was envnently suitable to the occasion; for ollows :— g : 88§ § SHaE : il-
while the performers, 52 in number, played in the plack Dike. iam Tell. T'he r le.ella over-
covered "‘“"d-‘ "‘l‘" “‘“di"""". l‘““"'l “‘“.‘";‘1 ‘"l“““t' Besscs o' th’ Barn. turc.fand « Don Sebastiano ™ selec-
open. 5o much has been said and wriites about sevifentiony o Tollow ak: Bid L dreats :
S}:us;'s Baud that the audience at Bowes Park on Kingston Mills e ’t b ]p og.:lamm(_
Wednesday knew what to expect. There only re- W.ylne. _concer will be broug 1t tf) a
mained the satisfying of curiosity, to sce and hear Wingates Temperance. close \Vl!h a very splnted rendering
the band—and to see Mr. Sousa conduct.  The Lee Mount. of Sheriff's ¢ Soldier’s Life” with
result was what «i\'vr_\'lmd_\’l :_m(llt;xlprct-w]. I'he irwell Springs. effects.
music, of its kind, was dehightiuds entrancing. ki i i
Over his skilled and splendidly disciplined bands- ushden Temperance Don't Miss It.
men Mr. Sousa had perfect control.  He played Luton Red Cross. st anders i Ml
upon them as one would upon an instrument. THE NEW ZEALAND BAND. if a;t a);l sanibl y k l.- ; ?‘fu
bringing out “effects that were marvellous. At A Sousa March. possible make a great effort
times the music would be so soft and subdued as E to be.pre§ent, as it will bepne of the
to be scarcely audible 3 it was \\'uftc_'d ACToss  on Sousa—the .u March l\mg »__has mostmsplriting eetbyns pel‘formances
. "'l'lh-“l'l' 55 ."th‘f“*l‘ e ey ""‘l"'“";""'\'l.l'tl“; written a special new march entitled | ever given, and besides that there is
signal, the music of the band would erash out w 3 ;e v i - . '
suglwrh et;'vct and tone ; while, at others, we were “_"l he Jack Tar March,” and _thls tlrvle unique opportunity of hearing the
treated to some magnificent legato passiges. m will be ,played by .the combined New Zealand Band and the best
Which the band resembled a human organ. & i bands. The march is full of spirit | bands at home playing side by side.
were. Sousa’s sparkling marches and other com- -
positions were given iu_ @ manner never heard ROYALTY TO BE PRESENT.
before, and effects were introduced which were a* T.R.H the Prince and Princess of Wales have given their patronage and are expected
to be present.

| daring as they were ™ chic.” But in rendering the
quaint music of the plantation sengs and :lu‘uu‘.\
and also in the suite, “ Looking Upward,” Sousa
| evidently aims to open fresh ground in the art ol
\ instrumentation ; and he has succeeded 1o &
| wonderful degree. The style is ecoentrics but.
| underlying it all, there is nusic -—— music of
> The extraordinary skill EM

<uperb  quality. .
\ \ll] l . o;wl‘_\‘ - e

| possessed by the Imn\clslll]wn P\\'.nx 3 e —
apparent. T  Messrs.  Arthur ryor (trom-
l‘::}:;‘ and J. H. B. Moeremans (saxophons) SOUSA AT FOLKESTONE.
we had gentlemen who are perfect masters of nnin- A ,
» « 7 < 0
Mr. Pryors hand th HIS FAMOUS BAND OR THN VEMNEL,

respective instruments. In s th
trombone resembles a cornet more than what it 183
exhibited wonderful  ex-

while Mr. Moeremans 3 % i

ecutive powers on his uncommon instrument. Both MQSS.IS. Keith, Prowse, and Co., who are

artists  were encored. Mr. Franz Helle also “running” the Victoria Pier, Folkestone,

favoured with a delightful solo on the thuegelhorn. this season, showed commendable enterprise :

“The Washington Post” and * Stars and Stripes in arranging for a visit by Sousa and his

were accorded enthusiastic receptions. Sousdy ""‘} Band, who gave two concerts on Thursday f

his Bill)d are one of the successes of llh:,“ ;;g.....l:i\' last. As was Olll_\’ to be expecte«l, the event ‘M P T LT T T ersessscagcces s seesseesssgeseNtesesstesansrtteacsnnrtl
it is not to be \\'ond\'l‘(‘(it- -.ut“th;u.‘ t w‘;lr“ "::'l:‘im‘ excited great interest, and both in the

sembles that of conguerors. Mg LU ]‘2 il holds afternoon and in the evening there were big

audiences, who fully appreciated the fine
pmsical treat afforded them. Most of the
items were by the Band, but some variety

taste, the band of the Grenadier Guards =
pride of place. The programme of Wednesday
afternoon’s concert. was as follows: — Uverture,

Havdu's Emperor’s Hymn (West- i
f;:‘u::l‘(’)d ;;::m-g.-ll‘;(mll sulu."‘\\'-.lhhcr's l-‘l;\u_n-\\'.-ll_l ?l'atsmgl\'t;l} to fthe general ‘“scheme’” by the ;
Nessler), Mr. Franz Helle ; suite, ™ Locking Lp- in uction of a soprano solo, e g e ;
‘\\\::1 » l(?s‘uus:\) (a) By the Light of the Polar Star {or tll:_e l“'lulln. The “house” frequently rose ; SOUSA’S BAND AT THE‘ TOWN HALL.
) Under the Southern Cross. (¢) Mars and ettty o pitch of enthusiasm, applauding in | In the afternocon and evening the Town Hall
(‘3),,‘“\-.'“ fl’l‘ht-‘l’-l-“-‘i"g of Rag Time;” trombor nn;;lllll:_uif fashxo;. and the performers were was crowded to hear Sousa’s Band. It's & mar-
sntln.- “Love's Enchantment » (Pryor) (encore 'i'-‘lere'werr:‘:li;l; nf;'fer.';uﬁn tl:e Im:lll:%. 'vre‘:longt combination and Fn‘li::le :l:c?‘ ‘%’ﬂ;‘:l; .
e Guiiwer and the Sun”). Mr. “Anhm and encore pieces were giveu to seven of '_l_'el"i’!3 o::l;tos:ep;og:;!l?:nlen:olo (encored), a Suite
pryor; grand sceme and ensemble, *Andred these, in_one instance there being a doubje by Sousa, the largo movement from Dvorak’s Sym-
Chenier " {Giordono) ; "Wﬂ"‘""““l‘{“ PlM\‘i aroeh) ﬁﬂ-'éu'n’e rture f omﬂ';fced wily Web p{ony. “The New World,’ airs from Sousa’s
from * Kl Capitan” (Sousa); ** Rose, Bhamrocsy neyer’s overture foun on aydn’s «  operetta “ Chris and the Wonderful Lamp,” a
and Thistle;” sextet from - The Bride Elect Emperor’s Hymn, and the first crash of the Sorenade and March,  Hail to the Spirit of
. * o Wennecke. Pryor. Lyo Helle. opening bars effectively initiated the entec- 3 » s v's “ Sce
(Sousa), Messrs. Kemmecks, TEvOr, W0 imperial | troated 3 The grand melody is beautifuily Liberty, ot from AT by Strauss,
antia,  and  Wardwell 3 march, _© RRPEIE t. The grand aples,” “ Voice of Spring,” a valse . ;
i“;‘:““:‘l (g::“"“): “ Stars and Stripes for Evers : :)lt::lt«}a::ilg::s &0:.‘:.:1"9 atlllle?l:oml:les:r:lmfte brilliantly sung by Miss Estelle Liebling, who in
s:lxnphuln' <olo. “American Fantasia” (Moeremans) but probably none heard it interpreted as it Tesponse to the _wtﬁl-mented encor? ::;1; tfh:
(encove, * Swanee River”), Mr..J. H. B. Moere- was on this occasion. As an encore, “‘Hands Philosophic Maid,” and a Faust fantaisie 10
THANS 3 "and plantation songs and dances (Chaw- i}:mss tlhe §‘NII; was briskly played. A trom- ﬂgl;:ll ‘l)’yowwt;lllem'?‘ggg' ‘\3:;21:1‘1:3‘! rlt))‘tlx‘ayegngresmis;
bers); “God save the King” (Mr. G Hy Mr. Asthir Pry Enchantment,” (Pryor), - addition to those above mentioned, for Sousa i
B e boe e S being encoredr l:go:;l:::la"ﬁlyhee egl‘x)xrntﬁo:nog very generous in this direction and does not keees
tunity of submitting sowme of his compositions o and the Sun.” Sousa’s suite, *“ Looking U his audience waiting. The encore pieces included
Mr. Sousa, during his stay at Sittingbourye. A%, | ward,” was 8 magnificent number, in whie «'The Washington Post.’  Passing of Rag.time,
Sousa_described them as good,” said Mr. ieel there were some marveilous effects, notably, ; “ Rose, Shamrock and Thistle, ° - iy Pat‘end
| was a practical melody writer, and advised him :‘lr"ut:llll;ierf!:il crestc‘:ndo and dfemedndo on the Eglgibe;‘ FC::% ?earn,c‘l Contest,” and “ The Stars an
, and another enco % :
to Mady Sy “Passing of Rag TIi'mea ® :reas o;negnt&asg::; The Hall was again crowded in the evening,
items by the Band, including encores, were: when the band phhed an Overture foanded on
Haydn’s Emperor’s ]

:—Gra_nd scene and ensemble, ‘ Andrea

Chenier (Giordano); * Washington Post a selection

March ”*; scenes from ““ El Capitan” (Sousa), scenes from Sousa’s

Eaj)nce. “The Water Sprites” (Kunkel); Imgerial Edward
y Sousa, and a

were

coreitian. by the. sonducton; < Btars and Eoney andDunces. Th

m ition by e conductor); “ Stars and ngs an ces. e encore ,
Stripes for ever”; “ The patiezlt eu”?plul- “Hands_across the » a Cake Walk, “'Wash-
tation songs and dances (Chambers); and ington Post,” “ The Patient Egg. e

“God save the King.” Miss Maud Powell 4 nd St >* The soloists , t
received a great demonstration for her ren- F r. whose trombone solo, *Loves Enchant-
dering of the Andante and Allegro Vivace »  ment,” was encored, Miss Estelle Liebling, whosg
from Mendelssobn’s “Violin Concerto,” an contributicn was David’s ‘ Thou Brilliant Bird,

responded with an encore, as also did Miss . with the < Maid of the Meadow” for_ the encore
Estelle fI.telrl in answer to th:f a use 1 m nd Maud Powell, who :} 'll: o:‘:_'
: her rend ou ;  the 5 egro >




{ SOUSA AND HIS BAND AT
i TUNBRIDGE WELLS.

Through the enterprise of Mr H. G. Groves, of.
the Phntiles, Tunbridge Wells was favoured with
a visit of Sousa and his famous band on Monday,
when two concerts were given at the Opera House,
which, by the way, is just now in the hauds of the
deenrators, in readiness for the summer season.
The attendances were large at both performances,
and in the evening all parts of the theairs were
crowded. The audience in the afterncon was a
particularly smart one, and revealed the presence
of a good Amwerican visitors in the town.
There was room ouly in the pit and upper
circle an hour before the advertised time of com- ;
mencement. Mr Groves tried the experimeat ofi
selling ticketa for the chieaper parts of the houss
before the day, and the innovation was exceedingly |
succeasful, the privilege of obtaining a seat in the
pit and upper circle being largely taken advantage :
of. The crowded attendance was gratifying in !
another sense, inasmuch as it proved that local
people appreciate good music ; and Sousa has no
cause to be disappointed at the enthusiastic recep- |
tion he and his band received at Tunbridge
Wells. The scene on the stage represented the
Old Pantiles—a humorous hint on the part of the
management as to the best way of providing the
season’s music on the Pantiles—and when the
popular composer-condactor walked to the fromt
of the band and mounted the platferm, he was
greeted with load applause. The first item was
an overture founded on Haydm's * Emperor's
Hymn,” in which the performers had many oppor-
tunities of showing their abilities. The band
played a suite, ** Looking upward,” by Sousa, bat
although the composition cortaims several excel-
lent passages, the march movements are un-
doubtedir the best, and show Sousa’s peachant for
martial musie. Giordano’s scene and emsemble
from Andrea Chinier was admirably played, and
for an encore Sousa’s new patrol, ““The Rove,
Shamrock, and Thistls,” iutroducing popular airs,
was given. The other numbers performed were
“El Capitan,” “ The Water Spriteo.f’ ncl “Im-
perial Edward March,” the last, which is dedi-
cated to His Majesty, being vocifercasly applandad.
Very appropriately, the encore was “Stars and
Stripes forever,” imputed to ba Sousa’s favourite
march, and the baud had to play two extra pieces,
so loud and vigorous were the demands for encores.
A selection of plantation songs and dances con-
cluded the performance. A trombone solo, given
by Mr A. Pryor, was encored, as aho_tgc the
songs of Miss Estelle Licbling and tlu violin solos
of Miss Maud Powell—an exceedingly clever
artiste. Oune of Miss Liebling’s soloes was an ex-
cecdingly clever piece of vocal gymastics, and
elicited quite & furore of applause. The fine
acoustie properties of the theatre were well demon-
strated by this splendid :nd‘,‘ 'h:.eh was heard to
he greatest advantage throvghcu
kMil.l' Sousa expressed his delight to Mr H. ('3
Groves not only on account olfl the admirable
acoustic properties the Opera House possesses,
Lut the br.:ildiuflﬂ'{l'l“!'- A-b:r:ph’b:::hn;:

irthdsy books for siguature were ver
E\-mem‘., and it was then discovered that Mr
Sousa’s birthdsy falls on the same date as Mr
Paderewzki, viz., November 6:h. Mr Soua men-
tioned that he had sigued books with M. Pader-
ewski's name attached in all parts of the country
and
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ine news of the serious illness of Lient. Dan
by everydover of band music. The veteran con-
ductor is an immense favourite in Bristol, as
indeed “wherever he has travelled, which is say-
ing a great deal. He .came most prominently
before the public, perhaps, whilst conductor of
tl}o Grem!lierGuuds, which band whilst under

.| lesson would be ome step further towards his

.| a travelling circas. to which the cate showman
, | had enticea him ; bat his fatker got wind of the

'I piomptly eniisted him in the band of the|

T

JUHN PHILIP SOUSA.

THE LIFE STORY OF THE FANOUS
BANDMASTER.

Mr. John Philip Sousa, who will be in Ports-
mouth with his band to-morrow, to
give the first of four comcerts at the Portland
Hall, Southsea, is best known as the composer
of “The Washmgton Post.” That perhaps is
his chief link with Jame in Eagland, where he
is row travelling with the famous band wkich
has become what somebody has called the
representative American musical isation.

AMr. Sousa was born in Washiagton in
November, 1856, his father beirg a musician
born in Spain, but of Portugesse famiiy.

Until he wrote the “ Washington Post
March ™ Mr. Sousa had havdly becan heard of
outside America. That composition brought
him thirty-five dollars (£7) in cash, bat a small
fortune in reputation. From obscurity he came
into a profitable inence as the best band-
» | master in the United States. He was wanted
* | everywhere.
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THE TALE OF A BIG STRUGGGLE.

His career, till the publication of the “ Post,” |
is the tale of a big struggle. Like nearly a!!l
successful musiciass, Sousa with his |
music almost os soon as he could talk. He!
.| wanted to be a musician when ke was three or |
1| four years old; and, having the desire, soon !

set to work to attaia his ambition. 3
He took lossons on the violin, and got engage- |
meats at dances, where this thirteen-vear-olc
fingers in keated ballrooms, till approachinz
fisgers in heated ballroms, till approaching
day paled the flzring lizhts, and he was at
-| liberty to drag himself home, hali-asleep, but

happy in the thought that his night's work
.| would procure for kim another losson: and that

cherished goal.
| About this time he porrowly escaped joining

;jmatter on the day eof his departure, amd
{ United States Marine Corps, with which he had |
| to stay or be branded as = deserter.

| CONDUCTOR AT SEVENTEEN.
{ Before Mr. Sousa was scventeea he conducted
{2 theatrical orchestra, for in 1882 he became
leader of the band of tke Marine Corps. He
beld this position for ten years, and thea re-
isigned and took over the leadorsdhip of the
| military concer! band whith has sinece become
werld-famous. !
With it he has travelled in Canada, Frauee, |
Germany, Belginm, Hoiland, axd ike United |
KEingdom. i
His music to “E! Capitan,” ori&i:all_v pro-
jduced 2t the Tromont Theatre, ton, was
|very popular at the Lyric Theatre in the
| sammer of 1899,

HISTORY OF THE BAND.

Sousa’s band 1s a thirly years’ dovelopment,
and may be said to date from the Peacs subiles
organisad by Mr. P. 8. Gilmore in Boston in
1872, In that monster musical festival the!
leading bonds of Europe took port; and after- |
wards, at New York, Mr. Gilmere nised his
famots band, in which e ntilised all the mest
desirable characteristics of the forcign bands,
jand adding sich characteristics as his cxpen- |

ence and judgment dictates. For twonty years |
ithe Gilmore bard enioyed contiruous pros-|
. perity and popalcrity: and “ when in 1892 the )

; baion f21! {rom the lifeless hand of Gilmo, i |
jwas graspad by Jobka Philip Sousa.” |

)
i EARLY COMPOSITIONS.

Among the moay sucerssiel merches com- |
F)::d by Mr. Sousa, perhaps ~ The Washingten

ost ” is bost, and it is certain’y the most
pepular. The copyright was disposed of for
sevem pounds, and rrillions of copics bave been
sold. This was not his first effort at compesi-
tion. The publishing of his iaitial work cost
Lkim twentv-five dollars at a time when ke was
not too rivh, ard caly four doilars of it bas ever
comme back again.

His scoond venture wos almosi worce from his
own poiet of view. It wos ia Philadelpki, !
and a fricndly publisher took two pieces aed !
|amnged to place then om ths market. Ho did|

—and zftor seven mentls they appeared, Sousy, |
thea 18, rocciving o hundrod copies free =s his
::':r:lhi Ilism - had beon £3, so that
Sousz hes still a bolaace against somebody on |
sccount of his corly compositions—if anv of |
them have sizce bosa sold, as they must have
been, since his rise to fame.

HOW HE CAME BY HIS NAME.

| _But Sousax was 2ot Somsa in those days.
i'I'l!v:rri.sm:oddstor;rnf!mw ke ceme by his
mame. Moark Twzoin s sxid to have bis
rame from some boys who kap to be
shouting it somewhere in the depths of South
America; Sous: found bis ir an hotel in
m " He had signed himsolf with hic

in the visitors’ » with US.A. aiter
them: amd when Lis bill arrived he found that
his 8.0., U.SA., had be-z mstakea for his
name. It wasone of the happcst of mistakes,
and has pover bocam put rizlt since. ;

ALL AUDIENCES APPRECIATIVE.

»
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a rose; at other times he genially pre-
tends %o lash his men to tremendous feats. It
entertaining and ton-c.
PHILOSOPHER AND ATHLETE.
Philosophy of Sousa I3 as muca worta
istening to as the brass band wkich he Ras
: T{:‘ miles and eoaduchted 5,000 ::n-
L fow rs,” he says, “ have
past you -tg'l'l

troubles all around, and ¢ world has beea
living at a high strain. Well, it seems to me
that what men, ard womes want from music
after such a period is simgie cacerfulpess.”

Bosides being a bandmaster and composer,
Mr. Sousz is an cathusiastic az>iete.
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THE BAND OF ROME IN
SHEFFIELD.

e

ENTHUSIASTIC SCENES.

i

The few hundred people who took advantage on
Saturday afternoon of Messrs. Wilson, Peck, and
Co.’s enterprise and visited the Albert Hall were
rewarded in a twofold respect. They found what
was probably the coolest place in Sheffield, and
they heard one of the mest remarkable musical
organisations which has ever visited the city. '!‘htz
| Municipal Band of Rome, the pride of the Eternai
iCity, is paying a prolonged visit to this country,
iand after giving London a taste of its supteme
| quality, and having received very marked Royai
{favour at Windsor, is now touring the provinces
! after the manner of Mr. Sousa and his men, and for
| Saturday last Sheffield stood on the list.

The band numbers 75 instrumentalists, and is on
‘ the well-known * military ™ lines—that is to say the
instruments are wood-wind, brass, and percussion.
But in addition to the ordinary components of the
regulation military orchestra, there aro in the
| Roman band a number of extraordinary instra-
!ments The saxophono plays an important part in
| the instrumental scheme. and lends so much rich-
i ness to the tonal colour that it is somewhat strange
ithat this beautiful ““veed™ is not more generally
adopted in our own military bands. In France its
use is general. Then there are brass fagotti (bas-
{soons) and a curious instrument called the sarruso-
iphone, a sort of brass bell-mouthed double-
‘bassoon. which produces a soporous tome of
cello-like quality. There are three of these.
The band, too, is strong in trumpets, and tke
i powerful tuba family is well represented. Though
fwe miss the huge thirty-four-pound Sousa-
lphone which was one of the curiosities of the Sousa
concerts, its place is more musically taken by four
contrabasses (strings), which add an organ-like
foundation to the harmony.

It will thus be seen that the Roman band is ex-
traordinary in its composition, but its playing is
more wonderful still. A concert-room like the
Albert Hall is not a proper place for,a military
{band, and especially such a band as t the bril-
liancy and Towgr_ of which far exceeds any which’
has previously visited Sheffield. The tone produced
‘in the fortissimos is indescribably rich and posi-
tively thrilling in its sonority, but it is a sore
tral to botb the nerves and the musical sensibilities
12 conscientiously sit out two twé-hour concerts,

1 such strenuous pieces as the overtures to
“ Tannhauser ™ (quaintly termed svmphonies on
programme), ** William Tell.,” Verdi's * Nabu-
codonosor,” and, to crown all, a descriptive battle
iece by tho conductor, Cavalicre Vessella. Once,
Eomer. the ear got accustomed to the immense

tone of the band. the wouder of its playiog began
to be mli”d.

The most remarkable thing about this band is|:
that it virtually plays without a conductor. True,
he disciplinarian, Cavaliere
Vessella, stands up and beats a sort of time, but
't is pot the time played by his men. Nor do
t take the slightest notice of his movements.
It may be that, contrary to the universal custom,

players are trained to take the accent oun the up-
. for’'it is certain that it comes there. There
be .n;omorfsubtlo uxfldentb:nding 'betveeh th:: con-
performers, for they ¥ T ically

; the chords are exact, and the sni-divisiom

a beat are true to a hair. Occasionally, especi-

. Sat o e T I b i
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are started, clockwork could not be more precise. Y

b t of execution and richuness of tone,

in the iostruments of lower pitch, the

of Rome far excels Mr. Sousa’s, though in!

American
§_ Ttalians
i and




