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UNION JACK CLUB. 

CONCERT AT THE ALBERT HALL- 
In aid of the Union Jack Clnb, Lady  Maud 

W a render's grand concert took place last night 
at the Albert Hall.     The concert was " grand " 
in many ways.    The King and Queen, the Prince 
and Princes of Wales,  Princess  Victoria, and 
Princess Christian were premnt: ladies of high 
degree sold programmes at the ridiculously low 
price of five shillings each: and society did its 
best to support   an entertainment  which, it is 
to be hoped, will swell the funds of the club. 
The idea of the suggested institution is that our 
soldiers and sailors should have some comfortable 
shelter in London on passing through the metro- 
polis either on leave or to join their ship or their 
regiments.     It is not to be a charity, but will 
be maintained by those who use it, the only dif- 
ference  from an ordinary club being that   the 
building will be handed over in  working order, 
and will be free to those who serve their country 
in the Army or the Navy.      Also in some sort 
the Union jack Club will   be a " memorial tor 
those brave fellows who   have laid down   their 
lives for their country and the King." 

Such an object naturally appealed to all kinds 
of   people,  fashionable  and   unfashionable,  and 
the Albe'rt Hall has probably never held a more 
brilliant audience.   In  the  main  iier  ot   boxes 
were to be  seen  practically  all  the  leaders  of 
fashion, and elsewhere in the hoi^ jewels b.areU 
and sparkled as if it  were a gala night at the 
Opera.   The concert itself was attractive enough 
to draw a large audience on its own merits     1 he 
bands   of   the   Guards,   the   drummers   ot     he 
Guards"   Brigade,   and   the   trumpeters   ot   the 
Household Cavalry opened the conceit with     1 he 
Empire" march, founded by Mr. L. Newton on 
^Coronation prise marches by Dr. C. V.m-ent 
and Mr. Myles 11. Foster.   Then the Leeds t horal 
Union, conducted by its choirmaster, Mi. Alf ed 
Benton.      sang      Eaton      Faning'.      P-l-song 
"Moonlight"     and     " Su   .van s        Orf_*** 
His  Mes^er,  the  Kain.'   Horn   the      *WjJ 
Legend,"    vith    a    precision    of    attack    and 
«     K    „f    exore-siou     which    were    new     to 
'?'   ilrTrt  Haft      "The  Union Jack in Town, 

h°xn^k,-nltd Kelt, was ,«ng by Mi, Andrew 
by  Mi.  lk!"a!"� *\   -u.uol^ aml basses with good 
?ttSf    but^TmosV   composition*    written 
intcnticn.   put, »-•>   "* «trikin<* in anv sense. 

»ISrB£S5&&3 
Tchaikovsky * *'°,1U   .. kuown  ,0 London  ama- 
techn.que  now^  «J »« ^ again 
tcurs, and Mnie. I Uia   iv» d „ ,   t    ft(M. the 

SldlTftSSd^ w^aturai.y  too tired to Handel  rc^t.va     he ^ ^ ^ hackneyed 
sing again.    Mme  ^i . * fc f     thft 

H£ Th^ conductor    made  his men  play  with 
muct energy,   a  .cature  being g^!"'   * 

f^^hZSf^' audience ^TVOU of orcherfra roused «ne .^       nois. 
TVcnkthe Ha^el bttivaTchorus at its lustiest 
Whu ^ hw"drowned. A gigantic drum. 
eoU d   not   have   « measuring    some 
k"L / » i^diameter. the masked bands, 
*M,rH the org^n prXbly realised Tchaikovsky-* 
and   the  organ   I Lhevinne.    the     new- 
mtcntions. M- W be better judged 
SETS, iffi to-morrow night. He evidently 
f ^tTochn.cal accomplishment A new 
has great  t«»i 1(d J£ pianoforte solo. 
mMch

n^> VW^ " Coronation Ode."   This «om- 
fw".Dr-3hSrthe King heard for the first time. 
^t,0Utt*rit°» for the Coronation per- 
although it *gfJJ2  Garden. was well sung   by 
formance a^^, (-_;' ana Mmes. Atoani and the Leeds tnoral I nion aml^ and   Mr 

Clara ^f'JKS**** L
and 

Andrew  B,^k'f„   'swell in hand.   The bass) 
had his «»?l'nM>,1lk 'of thvself." with its pic- 
Mto, "Britain. Mk«j «^j rticularly t« 
turesqno orche^ratmn    ^mea  r-^ 3 
please the King.     «„      *        which the aud, 
Y-God Save *•*£*•. jackZ brought the verjj 
ence waved litUe 'u n• t e^rimJM. 
jengthy concert to a Druuau 

Dated 

»ER A, 
Wellington Street,  W.C. 

2 1903 

TOWN HALL — Managers, Mesus Sidney Acott 
and Harris.—Souaa's Band gave two most sneoct 1- 
ful concerts here last Saturday afternoon and 
evening. The spacious hall ni crammed each 
time, and the entbu-iaam ran high at the mar- 
vellous way the marches were played nnder Sousa'd 
masterly and unique guidance. Miss Kstelle Liebling 
contributed aome' excellent singing, and the violin 
playing of Miss Maud Powell was a positive treat 
to all lovers of music 
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1    VISIT   OF  SOUSA'S  BAND. 
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IMMENSE   AUDIENCES   AT   ST. 
LEONABDS. 
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ANOTHER   FAMOUS   BAND   COMING. 

[FROM OTJB MUSICAL CRITIC.] 

The organisation knowin as " Sousa-s 
Band " paid a visit to St. Leonarde yester- 
day, and' immenee audiences assembled at the 
Concert Hall to listen to the performances, 
one in the afternoon and one in the evening. 

The Band was known for a long time in 
the United States before it made its appear- 
ance in England, and on the occasion of it* 
first European tour considerable curiosity 
was evinced as to whether it would prove as 
acceptable to English as to American au- 
diences. It exists primarily for indoor per- 
formances, and, to many people with sen- 
sitive ears, a '* military " band—using thie 
term in its technical sens*—enchants the ear 
only when heard at a distance. Consequently 
it was expected that the result would be too 
noisy to suit people of quiet musical taste. 

However, the first appearance of the Band 
in London at once 

DISARMED CRITICISM 
on these, grounds, for while in the nature of 
the case the volume of sound was rather more 
considerable than would be expected from a 
string quartet, yet the distinction between 
noise and music was most carefully ob- 
served. 

1'Vw military bands could be heard with 
chamn in the Koyal Concert Hail, but 
Sousa's Band is one of the exceptions. It is 
hardly fair to compare this band with our 
own big military bands, since the composition 
of this one is very different. 

Foe the beuefit of those who are not fami- 
liar with the details of military band organi- 
sation. I may explain that a. so-called mili- 
tary band comprises roughly three different 
families of instruments— wood, braes, and 
percussion. To the first class belong flutes. 
clarinets, oboes, and bassoons; to the second 
cornets, horns, trombones, euphoniums, etc.; 
to tho last drums, triangles, etc. To secure 
a full rich tone it is essential that each of 
the two first families should be complete in 
itseif. In tho ordinary small military band 
there are deficiencies in thie respect: gene- 
rally the wood-wind department is insuffici- 
ently represented, especially in the alto and 
tenor registers. 

Sonsa, however, is 
VKRY   PARTICtTI^R 

on this point. In order, too, that there shall 
be a bond of connection between the wood 
and brass departments, he uses instruments 
like the saxophone and sarrusophone, which 
partake of the characteristics of both. More- 
over, by using different-sized instruments in 
each class, e.g., a tenor clarinet, it is possi- 
ble to avoid using instruments at the ex- 
tremes of their compass, thus obviating the 
screeches or groans which too often afflict the 
**f w'!ien inferior bands are in evidence. 

I oiler Uie above remarks as a part solu- 
tion to the question as to how Sousa gel? 
such a rich and full, though not too loud a 
tone from hit, band. 

The one quality in the performance itself 
which is irresistible is the absolute precision 
and verve which characterise the rendering 
of ull the items, particularly those numbers 
of the " cake-walk " variety. These have no 
pretension to artistic merit such as we assign 
to the great classical masterpieces. But of 
their kind they are excellent, full of " go" 
and energetic rhythms. Played by an in- 
ferior band they would be intolerable, but 
here the unanimity and lito imparted to 
them make them quite enjoyable. Their 
titles are not prepossessing, e.g., " Nigger in 
the Wood Pile," " The Passing of Kag-Timc" 
(Joes this refer to the late Courts Martial:''! 
and so on. 

It is not necessary to criticise in detail the 
various  items of yesterday's performances. 

In honour of 
THE   KING'S   BIRTHDAY, 

the afternoon concert opened with the Na- 
tional Anthem, followed by a spirited 
rendering of the " William Tell " over- 
ture (Rossini). The second item was 
interesting, l.eing a solo for an in- 
strument that is seldom heard indi- 
vidually, vir.., the saxophone. This instru- 
aeut was invented bv the late M. Sax, 
nd, broadly speakr,., combines, the 
one of the clarinet with the fingering 
iroper to the oboe. Its compass is 
•% ery extensive, and rapid- passages and 
arpeggios seemed to present-no difficult v 
.0 the accomplished soloist, Mr. Moeremans. 
No. 3 was a characteristic suite of Mr. 
% viusa's own, full of rhythm and quaint 
iffecrs, but of no great musical complexity. 

The most important item from a musical 
standpoint was the slow movement from 
Dvorak's " New World " symphony. Sym- 
phonic movements are seldom satisfsxtory 
A-hen transferred to a military band, but this 
particular movement, beautifully played, 
as it was, proved very impressive. Another 
interesting piece was Massenet's " Neapoli- 
tan Scenes," and for dainty effects of instru- 
mentation a " Rococo" by Helmund was 
very noteworthy. 

The alacrity with which the Conductor ac- 
cept* encores might surprise those who are 
not aware of the fact that the encore is in 
this case an essential part of the show, pro- 
viding opportunities for giving a good num- 
ber of the real 

AMERICAN TTT-BrrB. * 
The violinist, Miss Maud Powell, a most 

accomplished artiste, gave welcome variety 
by playing Wieniawski's difficult Faust Fim- 
taieie. ..£   ' 

Th* vcKAtia*. Misa Bstrfl* u*b^2j2F" 
with  much ability a "»'t*«5* ^.Irflftar 
but it would have been wire of*****v!"� 
so much music of the same cl^f^tUil»! 
had essayed something of a «oro eamt»»» 

^Thf'seating arrangements were ««"«J 
in every respect. They were £*^£* * 
Messrs. King B^.^%"* S^'^^d 3 
booked an engagement f~^?ti£ftrhiek 
Howe," a tatwsas Italian ««aina»hM.««% � 
sTow making it^ first ^^agU>dc   « 

will appear 3*-JjJL^S % **? "5 
two prtor«tt«oiJW».   Ak«»a^ro 
conductorship     <*     S^SS**, hem com 
Vessella.   This band taasalrejdj £« °!"£ 
manded  to  appear   before   tt»   *»% *   ""% � 
Queen for the second tune. 

SOUSA'S VISIT. 
A crowded audience assembled afctheTowm 

Hall, Chatham, on Wednesday, to aw Sonsa. 
and   listen   to Sousa's   famous  band.     Tbo 
concert was a wonderful success. 

nipf/hup/feV   tAPQA*- 

L 6k 

COMMKMORATION VT oxRiRl.-Tbe g*g»g"*"fiS fUSSlSaWtt 
BoMtaCtSM, which concludes the summer t«-rm »t «*f«*£/«'"~^"g J* 
I* si«ilt by the weather, when the f«rtivrt>es hc«u. with «*«t «»•« U» 
have l«*n Jastunil plays, hut which, owiiu; to the Imam-M*. % % Of'iap 
in t he theatre. The visitor., however, saw trsf.^ «*«.«^i"""!"*", 
.litions. Port meadow had heeome » ^^zJZtJS, H£5*ZZ+* 
-al.irdav afternoon, with its siilinsUwt» and/l*1***!"*1' ? C^hl«« 
reniarkai.ly attractive spectacle. Itie waits ^^^T^^"**^ 
iiniwssxil.le and were closed to the public. Tbepas^eft* tool* .* the 
river ttetween Oxford and Kincston had ceased t« rmihecaase the s**asa*ss 
conltl not get under the hridfies. and in the lower parts <rf tbe «ty law in- 
habitants were living in the upper stories of Ui«r bouses *«d pwf ""aaid 
fro in carts and punts. Ben tireefs company played " Thevamwc: •« ta» 
sihrew" on Friday night. On Saturday aftenx«« "Twlftl Nacfcl was 
given and at night "Homeo and Juliet." each perforuaaace allractiSK 
large audiences, though the scene was the theatre msj«id m w*«ice««r 
College tiardens. Sousa's Rand gave two perf<.rHiaw»s m the Tara HaU 
on S.iturdav. though this was m»t part of the progTajuaae !*»»•»•- *% »• *% � 
Concert was girea at New College in the evening. A *T"P5^:*?*L2SS 
had l«een given to t he pr.«-eedings by the arrival h» Ovf««d of Jbe l»»cl»e» 
of Allianv and Princess Alice in the aftern»«»n .* a visa! l«< the laeaaety. 
On Suniiav morning, when the sun shone again, the Royal «% � 
panied the Dean to St. Mary'* to bear the univer>ity laissM 
the Bishop, and the historic old church was crowded witfc VM 
dents. 

I 

Dated jZJ^*r   ^   /     w % J&t***^"**^" 

ctousa is back aeain in England mtiwe m~. i~ — 

seven  weeta.     Within  a prood at «,r—   -r  i  *,. 
American » March Ki?x - SS. bLTw^Ts^t 

Vienna. Prajae, Copanh.s^ - - f*\ ^3?;: 
Hagne. and m each cpiul he me.w.thV^^S^ 

U.n ahared by his O^M'TWL'L^'SE 

Pryor (trombonist). Mr. S5M*W|| - ^* 
the 1,» of Angnst next, and will prob^J^^beto^ 
in this country a?«,n f,w a long ***"£ be^tafcWfc^ 
bMd to A„strai,a n.xt y^V^^rfe^tusdrf 
tifty-two inatrumeotal soloists (whteh h^T-^t^I^. 
Royal command before hi, M\%»?.£K^^* 

h«nK».crIa;i. Southampton. „ Thursfc" jt?^ 
next, ,„ the afternoon at i p.sa. and ev„4 at/p^T 
Mi; Sout. has1 recently mad- man, % ait^ adliSom, 
to his mns.o library, and will off*r a nunbeTof «T 
selections at the Southampton orm-W^i°L?!T 
one who finds it passible to do sTw^cn^LiSL" 
•vail themwlvea of the oppormnity " L^?btB*' 
marvellous r»n:!erinr nf ^i.~--_>       - 

from 

$^dthnjdh^lr>-*-' 

JAPROCSA'S BAKl».-This ceWbrated band, ««d« ** 
fcoL^JKhipof Mr. J. K-Soasa, !"£^££ 
j onlveaitndar and fave a eoaeert « Bo»« l*a«*^ 
|l^«»w«aan*nendasie«ofaboa%»5<ie. —^ 
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UNION JACK CLUB. 

> 
CONCERT AT THE ALBERT HALL. 

In aid of the Union Jack Club, Lady Maud 
Warrender's grand concert took place last night 
at the Albert Hall.     The concert was " grand " 
in many ways.    The King and Queen, the Prince 

land Princess of Wales,  Princess  Victoria, and 
Princess  Christian were iimhi.li. Indies of high 
degree sold programmes at the ridiculously low 
price  of five shillings each; and society did its 
best to support   an entertainment  which,  it  is 
to be hoped, will swell the funds of the  club. 
The idea of the suggested institution is that our 
soldiers and sailors should have some comfortable 
shelter in London on passing through the metro- 
polis either on leave or to join their ship or their 
regiments.     It  is not to be a charity, but wilL 
be maintained by those who use it, the only dif- 
ference  from an ordinary club being that   the 
building will be handed over in  working order, 
and will be free to those who serve their country 
in the Army or the Navy.      Also in some sort 
the Union Jack Club will  be a " memorial  for 
those biave fellows who  have  laid down   their 
lives for their country and the King." 

Such an object naturally appealed to all kinds 
of   people,  fashionable  and   unfashionable,   and 
the Albert Hall has probably never held a more 
brilliant  audience.   In  the  main  tier  of  boxes 
were  to be seen  practically   all  the  leaders  of 
fashion, and elsewhere in the house jewels biased 
and sparkled as if it  were a gala night at the 
Opera.   The concert itself was attractive enough 
to draw a large audience on its own merits.   The 
bands   of   the   Guards,   the   drummers   of   the 
Guards'   Brigade,   and   the   trumpeters   ot^ the 
Household Cavalry opened the concert with     1 he 
Empire" march, founded by Mr. E. Newton on. 
two Coronation pr.ze marches by Dr. C   Vincent 
and Mr. Myles B. Foster.   Then the Leeds Choral 
Union, conducted by its choirmaster, Mr. Alfred 
Bentou,      sang      Eaton      Failing's      part-song 
"Moonlight"     and     "Sullivan's        God    Sent 
His  Messenger,  the  Bain,"   Horn   the      Gcluen 
Legend,"    with    a    precision    ol    attack    and 
finish     of    expression    which     were    new     to 
55Tiiw  Hall      "The  I'nion Jack in Town, 
.vN'lrX-nanl Bolt. WM ring by Mr.  Andrew 
Ijlack   and The !Leeds tenors and basse* with good 

tenti'n,   bnt, »us   most   composition*    writ tea 
o- an occasion, it was not striking in any sense. 

ML" \H.ie Ha 1 played the first movement   .out 
T^hai^o   kv"     iolin concerto with the. br.llu.nt 
teXiqu Tnow  *> well-known  to London  ama- 
tcT.r"   aid  Mme.  Clara   Hull   was recalled  again 
^ ag" n an",- the " Loet Chord," but after the 
Handc    lVt.val she was naturally too tired to 
"n^ga....   Mm,, albani akooho« a ^Jneyod 
*to U e Baoh-Oonnod " Ave Mar... "  So tar the 
„in,o,   with   the exception   ol   the   sU.ginS 
[ thel^ds Choral Union. ^^V?N~ 
usual lines of miscellaneous oonoerta.'The Now 
Zealand Band, however, w. • nove .. n a 
election from Rcasini'B "Vi ill»an> Dell.    Lient. 
Hwdthe conductor,  made  his  men   play  with 
mS*' enenrv    a feature being  the  accuracy  of 
The "dS-ong...ng."      Mr.   Wood    and    his 
orchestra roused  the    audience   at  the end    of 
M   i:5-».W«    "1812"    overture  with   a  noise 
553 Z H .ndel F«tival chorus at lu luetiert 
S31   not   have   drowned.     A   gigantic   drum 
tent    bv     Messrs.    Booeey.     measuring    some 
.i!.hr    tWt    In    diameter,    the    massed    bands, 
ami   the  organ   probably realised Tchaikovsky', 
?n tentions       M.    Joseph    Lhev.nne.    the     new 
SSSaTpiani*.    may     be    tatter    judged 
aftorhis recital to-morrow night.    He evidently 
has  great  technical   accomplishment       A   new 

.Jh bv Sousa separated the pianoforte solos 
^D    ED* "Coronation Ode."   This com- 
fWmJ™whfch the King heard for the first time. 
P^11^. was written for the Coronation per- 
?,th0UncR It CoverGarden, was well  sung   by 
reTeds Choral Union and Mme., Affiani and 
PlaraButt  and  Messrs.   Ben   Dav.es and   Mr 

1 V  J    « Rhtck    The composer conducted,    and 
1 Andrew Bl'^-      ,orw.s w^i jn hand.   The bass, 

sol°' ^hestration. seemed particularly    t« turesque orchestrat.on arrangement «J 
please the IM." „ d »ing which the audi- 
" G°d SaJrt lUtJe Union Jacks? brought the verj^ 

$££££*»• •*briU,ant <x>nclusio,1• 

Wellington Street.  W.C. 

Dated MWM«MM| JdLt****^- 1903 

TOWN HAI.I,.— M uiagcrs, Mts-irs Sidney Acott 
and Harris. —Sousa'a lJa.nl gave two most sucoe.s- 
ful concerts hero last .Saturday afternoon and 
evening. The spacious hall was crammed each 
time, and the enthusiasm ran high at the mar- 
vellous way the marches were played under Sousa's 
masterly and unique guidance. Miss Estelle Liebling 
contributed some excellent singing, and the violin 
playing of Hiss Maud Powell was a positive treat 
to all lovers of music 

ma 
con 
pla 

I   to 1 

Addr»»» • 

1 

t 
e 
t 
e 
1 
t 
s 
r 
e 
e 

h 
a- 
n, 
er 
al 

VISIT   OF  SOUSA'S   BAND 

IMMENSE   AUDIENCES   AT   ST. 
LEONARDS. 

ANOTHER   FAMOUS   BAND   COMING. 

[FROM OUE Musical. CRITIC.] 

The organisation knowm. as " Sousa'a 
Band " paid a visit to St. Leonards yester- 
day, and immense audiences assembled at the 
Concert Hall to listen to the performances, 
one in the afternoon and one in the evening. 

The Band was known for a long time in 
the United States before it made its appear- 
ance in England, and on the occasion of its 
first European tour considerable curiosity 
was evinced as to whether it would prove as 
acceptable to English as to American au- 
diences. It exists primarily for indoor per- 
fonnajices, and, to many people with sen- 
sitive ears, a "military" hand—using this 
term in its technical sons*1—enchants the ear 
only when heard at a distance. Consequently 
it was expected that the result would be too 
noisy to suit people of quiet musical taste. 

However, the first appearance of the Band 
in London at once 

DISARMED CRITICISM 
on these, grounds, for while in the nature of 
the case the volume of sound was rather more 
considerable than would be expected from a 
string quartet, yet the distinction between 
noise and music was most carefully ob- 
served. 

Few military bands could be heard with 
pleasure- in tho Koyal Concert Hall, but 
Sousas Band is one of the .exceptions. It is 
hardly fair to compare this band with our 
own big military bands, since the composition 
of this one is very different. 

For the benefit of those who are not fami- 
liar with tho details of military band organi- 
sation. I may explain that a so-called mili- 
t.ai"7.,band comprises roughly three different 
families of instruments— wood, brass, and 
percussion. To the first class belong flutes, 
clarinets, oboe*, and bassoons; to the second 
cornets, horns, trombones, euphoniums, etc.; 
to tho last drums triangles, ete. To secure 
a full rich tone it is essential that each of 
the two first families should be complete in 
itself. In the ordinary small military band 
there are deficiencies in this respeot: gene- 
rally the wood-wind department is insuffici- 
ently represented, especially in the alto and 
tenor registers. 

Sousa, however, is 
VKRY   PAKTICTT1.AR 

on this point. In order, too, that there sha'J 
be a bond of connection between the wood 
and brass departments, he uses instruments 
Hire the saxophone and sarrusophone, which 
partake of the characteristics of both. More- 
over, by using different-sized instruments in 
each class, e.g., a tenor clarinet, it is possi- 
ble to avoid using instruments at the ex- 
tremes of their compass, thus obviating the 
screeches or groans which too often afflict the 
i*r When inferior bands are in evidence 

i oher the above remarks as a part solu- 
tion to the question as to how Sousa gets 
such 11 ruih and full, though not too loud a 
tone from hie band. 

The one quality in tho performance itself 
which is irresistible is the absolute precision 
and verve winch characterise the rendering 
ot all the items, particularly those numbers 
ot the cake-walk " variety. These have no 
pretension to artistic merit such as we assign 
to the great classical masterpieces. But of 
their kind they are excellent, full of " go " 
and energetic rhythms. Played by an in- 
terior baad they would be intolerable, but 
hero tho unanimity and lite imparted to 
them make them quite enjoyable. Their 
14ties are npt prepossessing, e.g., " Nigger in 
the Wood Pile," " The Passing of Bag-Time" 
(Joes this refer to the late Courts Martial") 
and so on. 

It is uot necessary lo criticise in detail the 
various  items  of yesterday's  performances. 

in honour of 
THE    KINC.'S   BIRTHDAY, 

the afternoon concert opened with the Na- 
tional Anthem, followed by a spirited 
rendering of the " William Tell " over- 
ture (Rossini). The second item was 
interesting, Uing a solo for an in- 
strument that is seldom heard indi- 
vidually, viz.., the saxophone. This instru- 
ment was invented bv the late M. Sax, 
nd, broadly speaki ,„ combines the 
one oi the clarinet nith the fingering 
iroper to the oboe. Its compass is 
•ery extensive, and rapid- passages and 
irpeggios seemed to present - no difficulty 
.0 the accomplished soloist, Mr. Moeremans. 
No. 3 was a characteristic suite of Mr 
Tousas own, full of rhythm and quaint 
sneers, but of no great musical complexity. 

The most important item from a musical 
standpoint was the slow movement from 
Dvorak's "New World" symphony. Sym- 
phonic movements are seldom satisfactorv 
when transferred to a military band, but this 
particular movement, beautifully played. 
ifl it was, proved very impressive. Another 
interesting piece was Massenet's " Neapoli- 
tan Scenes," and for dainty effects of instru- 
mentation a " Rococo" by Heluiund was 
very uoteworthy. 

The alacrity with which the Conductor ac- 
oBpts encores nuight surprise those who are 
not aware of the fact that the encore is in 
this .use on essential part of the show, pro- 
viding opportunities for giving a good num- 
ber of the real 

A UKRJCAN TTT-BIT8. ♦ 
The violinist, Miss Maud Powell, a most 

accomplished, artiste, gave welcome variety 
by playing Wieuiawskrs difficult Faust Faa- 
teiaie. 

,-» vocalist. Miss Es tell* ^™§!°™* 
with much ability a walteeong by.***«*■• 
but it would have been more of » ^K*"^ 
so much music of the same character, f she 
had essayed something of a more cantabile 
CfhT seating arrangements were exceltont 
in every respect- They were in the hands ot 
Messr/KingBros., who. we ™J .«**£*% 
booked an engagement tor the Band. 01 
R*m*r itewlWiM organisation, which 
know making its first ^m England It 
will appear at the Royal Concert ttall lor 
Two ptSormances on July .24th, under the 
condSotomhi,. of Caval.ere Alexandre 
Vessella. This band has already been com 
manded to appear before the K.ng anc 
Queen for the second tame. 

SOUSA'S VISIT. 
A crowded audience assembled at the Town 

Hall, Chatham, on Wednesday, to see Sousa, 
and   listen   to Sousa'a  famous  band.    The 
concert was a wonderful success. 

I tttpgfrvy/fa x. tA.-LI..<<■ 

Jr&fi of Pbdh'ca/tori  

L <£. 

COMMEMORATION AT OXFORD.—The Commemoration of Founders and 
Benefactors, which concludes the summer term at Oxford, seemed likely to 
he spoilt by the weather, when the festivities began with what ought to 
have been pastoral plavs, but which, oWlngtOtbe incessant rain, were given 
in the theatre. The visitors, however, saw Oxford under very unusual con- 
ditions Port meadow had become a vast lake, and in the sunshine of 
Saturday afternoon, with its Balling boats and other craft, it presented a 
remarkably attractive spectacle. The walks of Mesopotamia had become 
impassable and were closed to the public. The passenger boats on the 
river between Oxford and Kingston had ceased to run because the steamers 
could not get under the bridges, and in the lower parts of the city the in- 
habitants were living in the upper stories of their houses and going to and I 
fro in carts and punts. Ben Oreet's company played "The Taming of the 
Shrew" on Friday iii^ht. On Saturday afternoon "Twelfth Night" was 
given, and at night " Romeo and Juliet," each performance attracting 
large audiences, though the scene was the theatre instead of Worcester 
College Gardens, Sousa'a Band gave two performances In the Town Hall 
on Saturday, though this was not part of the programme proper, and a 
Concert was given at New College in the evening. A special air of gaiety 
had been given to the proceedings by the arrival in Oxford of the Duchess 
of Albany and Princess Alice in tho afternoon on a visit to the Deanery. 
On Sunday morning, when the sun shone again, the Koyal ladies accom- 
panied the Dean to St. Mary's to hear tho univerMty sermon preached by 
the Bishop, and the historic old church was crow.led with visitors and resi- 
dents. 

with'hS Itf^t^f^ »'ki»K »«•» 'or ns 
seven   weeks.     Wiih.n  » J* *V* c

t
ont,"eu(,ttl *"P of 

»**«. shared by hTsolo ,t.[ Mta TI"   K'&tf have 

brilliant  young  igSS  iSLs^ffl ^3P ^ 

Royal command before^ MeffiSfeS^ by 

occasiODs) will perform al i» T1 \K K on two 

harmonio'H.1., ^Xn^nTCl? l"? £& 
next, w the afternoon at 3 ^ VdeS ^«7 ^ 
Mr. Sousa has recently mad« man, SniU ,"n
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to his musio 1 brarv and will TlS y sml*"e additions 
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one who finds it possible to do so mil ' ^ SSSt 
avail themselves of the opportunhv "'bZl0""'?' 
marvellous rendering of SQ3 £>4 nM? eu3b R 

Seats sre to be booked at Goafn v*   LS^"" mUS,°- 

„.»ted band, under *ne j 
_^,.„hipof Mr. .T. K. Sousa, visited the town 

, u„ ,l*edw»day and fave a eoeoert m Bowea 1 arkj 
I There was an attendance of aboo,* 600. 
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The prices of admission were beyond ilia 
^ .,f mmv l^mlfs wwnwe., and the how of 
range >.f»«'.vF g wmwrba* imoi.v.nKiit. 
&^S S£~ which operated adv<rg to 
M «• W Bnwwa spirited enterprise m booking 
Mr- •;   f'this eeUbrated band, for tbe attendance 

^^5r^KKS*a^«^ m sat rt'5eVat tan.!  1,000 Vopte   might   S««J. 

e"T"f SatcbS raHwav  fares from   adjacent 
slder,..g that ehM)^ disappointing that 

| Nations were advert •«. coniiection with 
tbero were not more MMIOI-    '" .     lluuxs 
IITTLitter it iiMT be mentioned that Mi. HOWLS 

Wednesday knew what to expect. TSm JT* 
mained the .atisfyiug of eur.os.ty. to see and bear 
"he band- and to see Mr. Sm.sa endue . The 
^ulf was what everybody had .xynct.d. lhe 
S , its kind, was delightful; entrancing. 
Ove   his skills and splendidly d.se.pl.ned baud* 

K ft fT ^JSKT'.S .'« SUSS uiMiii them as one   wouiti   upou , 

4,« h« ■career? audible;   it  was wamu «' U> be M-aic^ij » t j—pereeptible 

positions we.* given in a ■»wgJVS5 
before, and effects ^Jlfi^^^tSSt^i 
daring as tl,y **mj£j*Zg& S** 
quaint music of the l">ll»,m"" r,lWi.rd■" SoBM 
and also in the suite, "looking I 
evidently aims t 
UMtnnnentation 
wond-rful  degree. 

sane,     ijiK-ivi'fe. ^,------- 
to open fresh ground m the art of 
;    And   be   has   succeeded   to.    * 

The stvlc is eooentric;   hut. 
then, "is   music      music   of 
The    extraordinary      skin 

the      iKindsim-ii      was      easily 
Messrs.    Arthur    l'ryor    (trw..- 

H     B    Mocivmaiis     isaxophoiie) 
perfect masters oftneir 

■ underlying   it   all, 
superb      quality. 

j possessed by 
apparent. in 
bom-)    and   J- 

Both 
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arfiiln  Mr    Moereniiins   - Utt- o» his rT^:;; "a 
artists    v,ere    euo.redM •    « «  Bae«lhom 
favoured with a ««" "Stirs and Snipes 
•• The Washington Post    "Jjg^" s„usa and 
were accorded enthusiast 10 r>cepti<n 

pride' of place.      The FJ»—;.   _ lKevtulv 

nn s    "»»■"    > •- r.., 
Walthera Farewell 

:uit>'. " Looking I p- 

«    U^Tl^a^;ngri^T;ni^-tr.,d«... 

-The    Suntlower    and  the  Sun   r    1     „ The    Sunflower    and  the  BBB"^, 

saxophone solo.    American rania 

Srito ot submitting some of * «■**■»» 
Mr. loo* during his stay at ^*J™«- £j 
Sousa dc-scribed them as 'gool, said Mr Keel 

I wTs a practical melody writer, and advise him 
to study theory.] 

New Zealand Band 
At the Crystal Palace. 

THE UNION JACK CLUB. 

On Saturday, July 4th, as we 
have already pointed out in these 
columns, there will take place at the 
Crystal Palace a magnificent festival 
and concert in aid of the funds of the 

Union Jack Club. 

At this concert will appear some 
twelve or fourteen of the best brass 
bands Old England can produce, and 
they will play together with their 
cousins from New Zealand in one 
grand common effort, and that is to 
raise money for the Union Jack Club. 

The 
follows 

The Bands. 

list   of   the   bands is    as 

Black Dike. 
Besses o  th' Barn. 
Kingston Mills. 
Wyke. 
Wingates Temperance. 
Lao Mount. 
Irwcll Springs. 
Rushdcn Temperance. 
Luton Red Cross 
THE   NEW   ZEALAND   BAND. 

A Sousa March. 

Sousa—the "March King "—has 
written a special new march entitled 
"The Jack Tar March," and this 
will be played by the combined 
bands.    The march is full of spirit 

ROYALTY    TO 

and   go,   and   ought   to    be   very 
popular. 

The '* Union Jack in Town." 

Mr. Bantock Pierpoint will sing 
the official song, " The Union Jack 
in Town," while the other artistes 
will be the Princess Te Rangi Pai, 
Miss Alys Bateman, and Chieftain 
Rangiuia. 

The Band Programme. 

The programme for which the 
bands are responsible, contains many 
good things and certainly alone is 
well worth hearing. 

The ball will be opened with a 
massed performance of " Stars and 
Stripes" march. This will be fol- 
lowed by the selection, " Beauties of 
England." An instrumental quar- 
tette from the " Yeomen of the 
Guard," and then Hartmann's Over- 
ture the " Champion " is played. This 
is to be followed by a performance of 
" Beauties of Wagner" (No. 2), after 
which comes a selection from " Wil- 
liam Tell." The " Libella " over- 
ture, and " Don Sebastiano " selec- 
tion follow on, and the programme 
of the concert will be brought to a 
close with a very spirited rendering 
of  Sheriffs   "Soldier's Life"  with 
effects. 

Don't Miss It. 

Any and every bandsman should 
if at all possible make a Rreat effort 
to be present, as it will be one of the 
most inspiriting musical performances 
ever given, and besides that there is 
the unique opportunity of hearing the 
New Zealand Band and the best 
bands at home playing side by side. 

BE    PRESENT 
T R H the Prince and Princess of Wales have given their patronage and are expected 

to be present. 

SOUSA AT FOLKESTONE. 
 *—.— 

HIS  FAMOUS BAND  OX THE P1EK. 

Messrs.   Keith. Prowse, and Co.. who are 
"running"   the Victoria   Pier.    Folkestone, 
this season, showed commendable enterprise • 
in arranging for a visit by Sousa  and    his 
Band, who gave two concerts on Thursday 
last.   As was only to be expect"', the event 
excited   great   interest,  and both    in     the 
afternoon and in the evening there were big 
audiences, who fully  appreciated   the    fine 
musical  treat afforded   them.   Most   of  the 
items  were by  the Band, but some variety 
was  given to the general  "scheme"  by the 
introduction of a soprano solo, and two items 
for the violin.   The "house" frequently rose 
to a high pitch of enthusiasm, applauding in 
unstinted fashion, and the performers were 
equally   free and  generous    in    responding. 
There'were nine numbers on the programme, 
and  encore  pieces  were given  to  seven   of 
these, in one instance there being a douhje 
recali.   The concert commenced with \\ est- 
mever's     overture    founded     on    Maydn a 
Fniperor's Hymn, and the first crash of the 
opening bars" effectiyelv  initiated the enter- 
tainment.   The grand melody is beautifully 
treated in this work; the theme mnst have 
been   familiar   to nearly  all  who heard it, 
but probably none heard it interpreted as it 
was on this occasion.   As an encore, "Hands 
Across the Sea" was briskly played.   A trom- 
bone solo, "Love's Enchantment," (Pryor), 
bv Mr. Arthur Prvor, was a fine effort, and 
being   encored,   he   played  "The Suntlower 
and the Sun."   Sousa's suite, " Looking Up- 
ward," was a magnificent number, in which 
there were some marvellous effects, notably, 
a wonderful crescendo and decrescendo on the 
drums, and another encore being demanded, 
"Passing of Rag Time" was executed. Other 
items bv the Band, including encores, were: 
—Grand     scene   and    ensemble,    " Andrea 
Chenier    (Giordano);    "Washington     Post 
March"; scenes from "El Capitan" (Sousa), 
caprice.   "The   Water   Sprites"   (Kunkel); 
"Jack Tar" (a  new,   bracing, and breeay 
composition bv the conductor); "Stars and 
Stripes for ever"; "The patient egg"; plan- 
tation   songs   and  dances (Chambers);   and 
" God  save the King."   Miss Maud Powell 
received a great demonstration for her  ren- 
dering of the Andante and Allegro Vivace 
from  Mendelssohn's "Violin Concerto,    and 
responded with an encore, as also did Miss 
Estelle Liebling, in answer to the applaUBe 
which  followed   her    rendering    of       Ifcon 
Brilliant Bird" (David), with lute obligato 
by Mr. Marshall Lufsky. 

ting from & 

Dated 

dfM*  

y^....JJ^£.  
 $k<n<L2tf.. 1903 

SOUSA'S BAND AT THE TOWN HALU 
In the afternoon and evening .tne

T
T.ow^ £g 

•was crowded to hear Sousa's ]£«v£?» •>23 
vellous  combination  and  under  perfect controh 

fcta %rif «dw t?wWonderful   Lamp     a 
Serenade  and   March.  "Hail    to   ttoSpirrt   01 

lES?.*"*^ Spring/'T-lVe by^raus" 

Want* £»r* M& &JSJgf*^ 
violin bsPWi«3aw.ki. brilliantly played by Miss 
Maud Powell? There were numerous, encor«* m 
addition to those above mentioned for Sousa is 
wry generous in this direction and does noVMap 
^audience waitin*. ^SS^^LJSS2 

••The Washington Po*t." "£»«?•*..%™^! *nt 
«• Rose, Shamrock and Thistle, <( Th^"1^ 
Hgg," " Coon Band Contest,   and    the siare nu 

^hTHaTl waY"again crowded in the evening, 
when the Ud pllyed an Overture founded on 
Haydn's Emperor's Hymn, a Suite by Sousa, 1»na 

a selection U ^^^fc^S%ki upones from Sousa s     El i^apKaii,    » ~°>v , 
the Imperial Edward March dedicated^ the 
King), by  Sousa, and a collection o^: iM»"» 
Songs    and    Rp-vJH SSS^P^S^ "Hands across the Sea,    a Cake waia. 
ington Post,^ "The   Patient   Egg.     ™« Arthor 
and   Stripes."   The.   soloists   were   ^r-Bnchant- 
l>ryor, whose   trombone   solo,     ^TV,.       whose 

JnVnt." wa. encored. }^*^$&v!&' 
eontributitn was David s    ™2^tortti »i*ore 

with the "Maid of the Meadow     1for «» 
piece, and Miss Maud Powell, who a sp 
Sored for tbe  andante and   »£^° ™£   Botl 
menta of Mendelssohn's  Violin   C"™^, an. 
Eoncer^«^»n^very   '^JfiSrta  lw 
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!    SOUSA AND HIS BAND AT 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS. 
  

Through th« enterprise of lb H. O. Groves, of 
the Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells was favoured with 

In visit of Sons* and his famous band on Monday, 
when two eoneerta were given at tbe Opera House, 
which, by the way, is just now in the hands of the 
c*rr->rMors, in readiness for the summer reason. 
The attendances were large at both performance*, 
and in the evening all parts of the theatre were 
crowded.   The audience in the afternoon was a 
particularly smart one, and revealed the presence 
of a good many American visitors in the town. 
There was standing room only in tbe pit and upper 
circle an boor before tbe advertised time of com- : 
mencemeni.   Mr Groves tried tbe experiment ofj 
selling tickets for the cheaper parts of tbe bouse 
before tbe day, and tbe ianovation was exceedingly ' 
successful, tbe privilege of obtaining a seat in the < 
pit and upper circle being largely taken advantage 
of.   The crowded attendance was gratifying in 
another sense, inasmuch as it proved that local • 
people appr«cw*e good music ; and Souse has no 
cause to be disappointed at the enthusiastic reeep- . 
ticn   be  and  his  band   received   at Tunbridge 
Wells.   The scene on the stage represented tbe 
Old Pantiles—a humorous hint on the part of the 
management as to tbe best way of providing tbe 
season's music on tbe Pantiles—*nd   when   the 
popular composer-conductor walked to the front 
of the band and mounted the platform,  he was 
greeted with load applause.   The first item was 
an overture   founded  on   Haydn's   "Emperor's 
II > mn," in which tbe performers had many oppor- 
tunities of ahowing  their  abilities.   Tbe   band 
played a smite, " Looking upward," by Sousa, but 
although tbe composition contains several excel- 
lent  passages,   tbe  march   movements  are  un- 
doubtedly the best, and shew Souse's prat-tan! for 
martial matie.   Giordano's scene and ensemble 
from Andrea Cbinier was admirably played, and 
for an encore Souse's new patrol, "Tie Rose, 
Shamrock, nod Thistle," introducing popular airs, 
was given.   The other numbers performed were 
" El Capitan,B " The Water Sprite*/' and " Im- 
perial Edward March," the last, which is dedi- 
cated to His Majesty, being voeiferoJsly applauded. 
Verr appropriately, the eneore was " Stare and 
Stripes forever," imputed to be Sousa's favourite 
marsh, and the band bad to play two extra piece*, 
so loud and vigorous weie the demands for encores. 
A selection of plantation songs and dances eon- 
eluded the performance.   A trombone solo, given 
by Mr A. Pryor, was encored, as also were tbo 
songs of Miss'Estelle Liebltsg and the violin solos 
of Mia   Maud   Powell-en   exceedingly  clever 
artiste.    One of Miss Liebling's solos was an ex- 
ceedingly clever piece of  vocal gymactics, and 
elicited quite n furore of  applause.   The   Sne 
acoustic properties of the theatre were well demon- 
strated by this splendid hand, which was head to 
the greatest advantage throughout. 

Mr Sousa exprevsel his delight to Mr H. O. 
Groves not only on account of tbe admirebte 
acoustic properties tbe Opera Beaae ponusan, 
but the building generally. Autograph b»eks and 
birthdav books for signature were very muck in 
evidence, and it was then discovered that Mr 
Sousa's birthday fells on the swne date as Mr 
riderewxki, vix., November 6ih. Mr Sousa men- 
tioned that he had signed books with M. Pader- 
ewoki's name attached in all parts ef tbe country 
and abroad. 

auwN PHILIP SOUSA. 

, 

tfe. 

■tJico/ier* 

ino new* of the serious illness of Lieut. Dan 
Godfrey mill be received with unqualified regret 
by every-lover of band music.   The- veteran con- 
ductor is an immense favourite in Bristol, as 
indeed -wherever he has.travelled, which is say- 
ing a great deal.   He came most prominently 
before the public, perhaps, whilst conductor of 
the Grenadier Guards, which band whilst under 
his direction rose to such a pinnacle of excel- i 
lence that it mas agreed to be one of the finest, 
if notihe finest, military band in Great Britain, I 
When Lieut. Godfrey resigned his position in ' 
the Grenadiers tbe band passed into the hands I 
of Mr Williams, Mas. mm*, who still officiates 
as conductor, and " Ban," as he i, familiarly 
called, organised his own band, with which he 
has been actively associated up to the time <?* 
the paralytic seizure reported last week.   With 
this band, which included the picked soloists of 
English military bands, he made a tour of the 
United States -which roused a perfect furore of 
enthusiasm,  and on his visit to  Bristol  last 
autumn he displayed with pride the handsome 
souTenir medal presented to him whilst on Ame- 
rican eoil by the united conductors -of tbe States 
bands.   For some seasons Lieut. Godfrey's band 
has been-one of tbe chief features at Brighton, 
where it has played thrice daily to delighted 
audiences on the Palace Pier, and possibly to 
him may be given the credit of basing imbued 
John Philip Sousa and bis merry musicains 
with the idea of making their enormously 
oossful European tours. 

THE LIFESTORY OF THE FAMOTS 
BAND3ASTKR. 

Mr. John Philip Sousa, who will be ia Ports- 
ipouth with his famous band to-morrow, to 
give tbe first of four concerts at the Portland 
Hall, Southsea. is best known as the composer 
of "The Washington Post." That perhaps is 
his chic? link withjamc in England, where he 
is now travelling with the famous band which 
has become what somebody has called the 
representative American musical organisation. 

Mr. Sousa was born in Washington in 
November, 1856. his rather being a mnsician 
bora in Spain, but of Portugese family. 

Until he wrote the Washington Pest 
March ™ Mr. Sousa had hardly been heard of 
outside America. That composition brought 
him thirty-five dollars (£7) in cash, bat a small 
fortune in reputation. From obscurity he came 
into a profitable prominence as the best band- 
master in the United States. He was wanted 
everywhere. 

THE TALE OF A BIG STRUGGLE. 
His career, till the publication of the " Pest," 

is the tale of a big struggle. Lice nearly ai! 
successful musicians, Sousa began with his 
mu.--ic almost ss soon as he could talk. He 
wanted to be a musician when he wes three or 
four years old: and, having tbe desire, soon 
set to work to attain bis ambition. 

He took lessons on tbe violin, and got engage- 
meats at dances, where this thirteen-year-osc 
fingers in heated ballrooms, tiil approacbin? 
lingers ia heated bailroms, till aporoaching 
day paled tbe tkring lights, and he WES at 
liberty to drag himself home, haif-esVep. but 
happy in the thought that his night's work 
would procure for him another lesson: and : hat 
lesson would he one step further towards his 
cherished goal. 

About this time he ncrrowly escaped joining 
a travelling circus, to which the cute showman 
had enticed hint; bat his father got wind of the 
matter on the day of his departure, and 
piomptry enlisted him in the band of the 
t nitcd States Marine Corps, with whkh he bad 
to stay or be branded as a deserter. 

CONDUCTOR AT SEVENTEEN. 
Before Mr. Sousa WES KTentcea he conducted 

a theatrical orchestra, for in ls**2 be became 
leader of the band of the Marine Corps. He 
bcld this position tor ten years, asd thea re- 
signed and tnk over tbe leadership of the 
mlitiry concert band whi-h has since become 
vrcrid-famous. 

With it ho has travelled in Canada, France, 
Germany. Belgians, Holland, and the United 
Kingdom. 

His mesic to 'El Capitan.** originally pro- 
duced at the Tr?mo-»* Theatre, lies'or. was 
very popular at the Lyric T hectic in the 
sarcmer of 1839. 

HISTORY OF THE BAND. 
Sousa's band is a thirty years" development. 

and may be said to date from the Peac? jubilee 
organised by Mr. P. S. t'ilmore in Boson in 
1872.   In  that  monster  rausiral  festival  the 
leading bead* of Europe took pert: and after- ! 
~.TC*S. at New York, Mr. Giirecre organised his I 
i'at&ocs band, in which he ntilisod all the west 
desirable cksractcristks cf the foreign hands, | 
and adding such characteristics as his experi- 
ence xtd judgment dictates.    Fcr twenty years 

I the  Ui'aiorc  bend  enjoyed  continuous  'wr.-- J 
;perky and pspalsrityfand "when ia IS"*! the 
; c£ion fell Iron: the lifeless head of Gilraar:, k 
Jw;c graspea by John Philip Sousa." 

EARLY COMPOSITIONS. 
Among the iaaay EueecsiiRi tanrehrs com- 

posed by Mr. Sousa. perhaps ~ The Washington 
Post "* «s b:st, and it is certainly tbe mesr 
pcpclsr. The cotrrright was disposed of for 
-even pounds, and trillions of copies bare been 
said, fhis W3s no* its first effort at competi- 
tion. The publishing cf his initial work cost 
him twenty-five dollars at a time when he was 
not too rfcb, and caly four dollars of it hi» ever 
coase back again. 

Hit se-»nd venture wrs almost worre from his 
owa point ef Tiew. It was ia Philadelphia, 
and a friendly publisher took two piett-s and 
arranged to place the a on tki market. He did ' 
—and after seven ccatl ; they appeared, Souss, 
then 13, receiving a hundred* copies free as bis ! 
reward" His expenses arid been .£3. sa that 
Soas^ hrs still a b-laacc against somebody on 
account of his e~r!y compositions—if any of 
them have since haea sold, as they must have 
been, since his rise to fame. 

HOW HE CAME BT HIS NAME. 
But Son*) was not Sanaa in those divs. 

There is an odd story of how he crate by his 
name. Mark Tw=in is sr*ld to have got bu 
name frost some boys wio happened to be 
shouting it somewhere ia the depths of South 
America: Sons: found his ic an hotel ia 
Europe. He h»d signed himself with hk 
inn-sis in the visitors' bees. w::h U.S.A. after 
them: and when Un- bill arrived he fa&sd that 
his S.O., U.S.A., h?d beea mtstakea far his 
ism*. It w-»s one of the happiest of rsistakes, 
and has never been put. rijlt since. 

ALL AUDIENCES APPBECIATTVE. 
An interviewer ssked Mr. Sous* not long ago, 

*" Do you find rxy gro-t di£crcncc« between ttc 
audiences of the different eoantriesr** 

" No," the famous bandmaster answered exa- 
phatically. " The hum - a family is absdauJ v 
alike, and all the audience; befare whom I have 
pliyed have beea tbe sirac so far as their apnrc- 
cintion and cathnaisara goes." 

BAND fLAT SO 
$ Sonsa i3 exhilarating; 

it aroused the audience to cathesiasm, and act 
bends end feet moving. The conductor's man- 
aermms. which cannot have much effect on a 
band that knows the music by heart, sic a 
study in histrionics. He apparently produces 
the meet tremendous climax of nek.- by liftiag 
bis little finger with a gesture an if he were 
plackisg a rose; at other times he genially pre- 
tends to lash his men to tremendous feats. It 
is very entertaining and taore. 

PITILOSOPHEB AND ATHLETE. 
_ The philosophy of Soasa "J as mucn wort a 

listening to as the brass band which he has 
taken 250.000 miles aad conducted 5,000 con- 
certs. " The past few years." ho says, " have 
stood for a very strenuous pcrrad in the history 
of the world. Wo in America aave cao our war 
with Spain. You haw h*d your long cant- 
ptign kt South Africa. Tnere have bean 
troubles all around, and tic world has been 
living at a high strain. Well, it seems to me 
that what men, and coieee. -vant from mask 
after each ■ period is simple cncerfulncss.' 

Resides being a bandmaster and composer, 
Mr. Sousa is an cathusiastic att-tctc. 
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THE BAND OF ROME  IN 
SHEFFIELD. 

ENTHUSIASTIC  SCENES. 

! 

The few hundred people who took advantage on 
Saturday afternoon of Messrs. Wilson. Peck, and 
Co.'a enterprise and visited tbo Albert Hall were 
rewarded in a twofold respect. They found what 
was probably the coolest place in Sheffield, and 
they heard one of the most remarkable musical 
organisations which has ever visited the citv. The 
Municipal Band of Rome, the pride of tbe Eternal 
t'sty, is paying a prolonged visit to this country, 
and after giving: London a taste of its supiemo 
quality, and having received very marked Royai 
favour at Windsor, is now touring the provinces 
after tbe manner of Mr. Sousa and his men, and for 

. Saturday last Sheffield stood on tbe list. 
The band numbers 75 instrumentalists, and is on 

" the well-known " military " lines—that is to say tho 
instruments are wood-wind, brass, and percussion. 
But in addition to the ordinary components of tbe 
regulation military orchestra, there are in the 
Roman baud a number of extraordinary instru- 
ments. Tbe saxophone plays an important part in 
the instrumental scheme, and lends so much rich- 
ness to the tonal colour that it is somewhat strange 
that this beautiful "reed" is not more generally 
adopted in onr own military bands. In France its 
use is general. Then there are brass fagotti {bas- 
soons) and a curious instrument called tho sarruso- 
phone, a sort of brass bell-mouthed double- 
bassoon, which produces a sonorous tone of 
cello-like   quality.        There    aro    three   of these. 

-Tbe band, too, is strong in trumpets, and the 
powerful tuba family is well represented. Though 
we miss tbe huge thirty-four-pound Soiwa- 
phone which was one of the curiosities of tho Sousa 
concern, its place is more musically taken by four 
contrabasses (strings), which add an organ like 
foundation to the harmony. 

It will thus be seen that the Roman band is ex- 
traordinary in its composition, but ita playing is 
more wonderful still A concert-room like the 
Albert Hall is not a proper place for.a military 
band, and especially such a band as tb*. tbe bril- 
liancy and power of whkh far exceeds any which' 
has previously visited Sheffield. The tone produced 
in the fortissimos is indescribably rich and posi- 
tively thrilling in its sonority, but it is a sore 
trial to both the nerves and the musical sensibilities 
ta conscientiously sit out two two-hour concerts, 
hearing such strenuous pi«ora as the overtures to 
** Tannhauser" (quaintly termed symphonies on 
the programme), "William Tell." Verdi's "Nabu- 
codoocsor."" and. to crown all. a descriptive battle 
Eiece by tho conductor, Uavaiiero Vessella. Once, 

owever. tbe ear got accustomed to the immenso 
tone of the band, tho wonder of its playing began 
to be realised. 

The most  remarkable  thing  about  this band is 
that it virtually plays without a conductor.   True, 
the   clever   musician   and   disciplinarian.  Cavaliero 

j yeaaeUa, stands up and heats a sort of time,  but 
* it is not the time played by bis men. Nor do 
: they take the slightest notice of his movements. 
' It may be that, contrary to the universal custom, 
( the players are trained to take the accent on the up 
) oeai. for it is certain that it comes there. There 
) must be some subtle understanding between con- 
1 doctor and performers, for they play rhythmically 
I enough; the chords are exact, and tbo suK-divisions 
* of a beat arc true to a hair. Occasionally, especi- 
H ally in starting a movement, there is some un- 
3 steadiness, due to tbe peculiar beat, but once they 
T are started, clockwork could not be more precise. 
T In _ point of execution and richness of tone. 
T especially in the instruments of lower pitch, tbe 
|; Band of Rome far excels Mr. Sousa's. though in 
*> the lighter wood-wind and in soft, blended passages, 
* ]** American players more than hold their own. 
5j*5» Italians play, moreover, with such a splendid 
« enthusiasm, and they build up such terrific climaxes, 
» that even tbe stolid   Britishers on  Saturday  were1 

* •™nost disposed to emulate tbe excitement of the* 
ores of delighted Italians present, and rival their 
outs of "Bravo! Viva ('Italia!" 


