
Friday, August 22, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. 
The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 

DAVID M. RUBENSTEIN, Chairman 
MICHAEL M. KAISER, President 

 
presents 

 

“The President’s Own” 
Marine String Ensembles 

 
Program 

 
Johann Sebastian Bach..........................................Cello Suite No. 1 in G, BWV 1007 
      Prelude 
      Allemande 
      Courante 
      Sarabande 
      Menuett I/II 
      Gigue 
 

Staff Sergeant Charlaine Prescott, cello 
 
 
Maria Newman….....................................................................Appalachian Duets (2001) 
      The Heart o’ the Hills 
      Goin’ Fishin’ 
      The Train 
      Mammy’s Little Lullaby 
      Granpap’s Fiddle 
 

Staff Sergeant Karen Johnson and Staff Sergeant Chaerim Smith, violin 
 
 
Ludwig van Beethoven.....................String Quartet No. 6 in B-flat, Opus 18, No. 6 
      Allegro con brio 
      Adagio ma non troppo
      Scherzo: Allegro 
      La Malinconia: Adagio 
      Allegretto quasi allegro 
  

Staff Sergeant Karen Johnson and Staff Sergeant Chaerim Smith, violin 
Staff Sergeant Tam Tran, viola 

Staff Sergeant Charlaine Prescott, cello 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please be advised: 
Patrons seated in this area may be filmed for the broadcast of this event 

on the Kennedy Center’s website. 
 

SEATING IS ON A FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS. 
 

We regret that as the theater reaches capacity, 
seats cannot be saved for patrons who have 

not arrived or are not next in line. 
 

Thank you for understanding. 
 
Please refrain from using audio or video recording equipment during the performance.  

 
Due to safety and security considerations, 

please refrain from standing in the aisles during the performance. 
If you have any questions, the uniformed ushers are available to assist you. 

 
Please silence all cell phones and electronic devices during the performance. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  



“The President’s Own” 
 
Established by an Act of Congress in 1798, the Marine Band is 
America’s oldest continuously active professional musical 
organization. Its mission is unique—to provide music for the 
President of the United States and the Commandant of the Marine 
Corps. Because of the demands of this unique mission, “The 
President’s Own” is known to have included strings when 
performing for major White House events as far back as 1878 and 
during the directorship of John Philip Sousa. An orchestra taken 
from within the Marine Band also gave regular concerts at the 
Marine Barracks music hall in Washington, D.C., as early as 1893.  
 
The U.S. Marine Symphony Orchestra officially emerged as a 
concert ensemble under the leadership of William H. Santelmann, 
Marine Band Director from 1898-1927, composed of band 
musicians who doubled on a string instrument. The doubling 
requirement ended in 1955, and a chamber orchestra staffed by 
full-time string players was formed. That model has continued to 
the present and the musicians of today’s Marine Chamber 
Orchestra hail from some of the nation’s most prestigious 
universities and conservatories. More than 60 percent hold 
advanced degrees in music. Musicians are selected at auditions 
much like those of major symphony orchestras, and they enlist in 
the U.S. Marine Corps for permanent duty with the Marine Band. 
 
Marine Chamber Orchestra musicians appear at the White House 
an average of 200 times each year, performing for State Dinners, 
ceremonies, receptions and other events of national significance. 
These performances range from small ensembles such as a solo 
pianist or string quartet to events that feature the full chamber 
orchestra, making versatility an important requirement for 
members.  
 
In addition to its regular appearances at the White House, the 
Marine Chamber Orchestra performs concerts during both an 
annual showcase series and summer series. Performing a wide 
variety of music from the staples of the orchestral repertoire to 
modern works, Broadway and light classical selections, these 
concerts give patrons a virtual glimpse inside the Executive 

Mansion. The musicians of the Marine Chamber Orchestra are 
frequently highlighted in solo performances and also participate in 
chamber ensemble recitals and educational outreach programs that 
feature a variety of smaller instrumental groups.  
 
Whether performing for Presidents, heads of state, concert patrons 
or students across the National Capital region, the music of “The 
President’s Own” Marine Chamber Orchestra is the music of 
America. 
 
For more information on “The President’s Own,” its members, or 
upcoming performances, please visit www.marineband.marines.mil. 
 

 
 


